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lkjka’k

gs ekWM~;wy izknsf’kd LrjkP;k MPA O;oLFkkidkauk fdukjh vkf.k leqnzh lao/kZu leL;kadMs izlkj ek/;e dls 
igkrks gs let.;kl enr djsy- dkj.k lao/kZu gs izlkj ek/;ekaP;k izkFkfedrse/;s ulrs vkf.k MPAs QDr 
tsOgk dk;ZØe ikj iMrkr rsOgkp ckrehr ;srkr] gs ekWM~;wy O;oLFkkidkauk Kku feGo.;kr dj.;kr vkf.k 

izlkj ek/;ekyk izHkkohi.ks lao/kZu leL;kae/;s O;Lr dj.;kps dkS’kY; feGo.;kr enr djsy- gs ekWM~;wy 
izlkj ek/;ekaP;k lanHkkZr] R;kaps lkeF;Z vkf.k e;kZnkalkBh fofo/k lk/kukapk ifjp; nsrhy- ladV fLFkrhr 

laidkZlkBh gh lk/kus d’kh okijkoh ;kojgh gs ppkZ djsy-

Summary

This module will help field-level MPA managers understand how media looks at coastal and marine 

conservation issues. Since conservation is not in the media priority and MPAs come into news only 

when an event happens, the module will help managers to gain knowledge and skills for effectively 

engaging media on conservation issues. The module will introduce the different tools for media 

relations, their strengths and limitations. It will also discuss how to use these tools during a crisis 

communication situation.
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fdukjh vkf.k leqnzhtSofofoèkrk laoèkZu vkf.k 
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Acronyms

CBD 	 Convention on Biological Diversity

CMS 	 Convention on Migratory Species 

EIA 	 Environmental Impact Assessment

EMP 	 Environment Management Plan 

FAO 	 Food and Agriculture Organization

GCBA 	 Generational cost benefit analysis 

NBAP 	 National Biodiversity Action Plan

NEP 	 National Environment Policy 

SEA 	 Strategic Environmental Assessment

SLEIAA 	 State Level Environmental Impact Assessment Authority

vk|k{kjs

CBD 	 Tkho’kkL=h; oSfo/;koj vf/kos’ku

CMS 	 LFkykarjh iztkrhaoj vf/kos’ku 

EIA 	 i;kZoj.kh; izHkko ewY;kadu

EMP 	 i;kZoj.kh; O;oLFkkiu ;kstuk

FAO 	 vUu vkf.k Ñ”kh laLFkk

GCBA 	 fi<htkr nj ykHk ewY;kadu

NBAP 	 jk”Vªh; tSofofo/krk Ñrh ;kstuk

NEP 	 jk”Vªh; i;kZoj.k /kksj.k 

SEA 	 /kksj.kkRed i;kZoj.kh; ewY;kadu 

SLEIAA 	 jkT; Lrjkps i;kZoj.kh; izHkko ewY;kadu vf/kdkjh
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izf’k{k.kkps ifj.kke %

[kkyhy foHkkx iw.kZ dsY;kuarj] lgHkkxh [kkyhy xks”Vh dj.;kl l{ke vlrhy%

•	 Ykksdfiz; izlkj ek/;ekr] fdukjh o leqnzh tSOkfofo/krsP;k leL;kaP;k deh okrkZadukP;k dkj.kkps fo’ys”k.k dj.ks 

•	 �fdukjh o leqnzh TkSofofo/krk vkf.k MPA O;oLFkkiukrhy rkaf=d leL;kaojPks R;kaps fopkj o dkGth lksI;k Hkk”ksr 
O;Dr dj.ks-

•	 fofo/k {ks=s vkf.k Hkkx/kkjdka’kh laidZ lk/k.;klkBh ;ksX; laokn i)r fuoM.ks-

Learning outcomes

After completing this module, the participants are able to: 

•	 analyse the reason for less coverage of coastal and marine biodiversity issues in the popular media

•	 communicate their ideas and concerns on technical issues on coastal and marine biodiversity and MPA 

management in simple language

•	 choose the right communication methods to communicate with different sectors and stakeholders

egRokpk lans’k
•	 ,dk cktwl] fu.kZ; ?ks.kkÚ;kae/;s lao/kZu leL;k izk/kkU; lwphr Bso.;klkBh cÚ;kp xks”Vhaph n[ky ?ks.ks vkf.k lwpuk ns.ks 

vko’;d vkgs vkf.k ukxfjd] fo|kFkhZ] leqnzh leqnk; vkf.k brj egRokP;k Hkkx/kkjdkae/;s fdukjh vkf.k leqnzh lao/kZu 
yksdfiz; vkf.k leku fo”k; cufo.ks-

•	 fdukjh vkf.k leqnzh tSofofo/krsP;k lao/kZukpk lans’k lkoZtfud dj.;kph {kerk dsoG izlkj ek/;ekae/;s vkgs-

•	 izlkj ek/;ekae/;s rkdn vlyh rjhgh] e;kZnkgh vkgsr- izlkj ek/;es ?kks”kokD;kae/;s dke djrkr gh lxGîkr eksBh 
e;kZnk vkgs- nqljh e;kZnk v’kh vkgs dh] vlk fo”ks’k dkyko/kh vlrks] tsaOgk izlkj ek/;ekauk fdukjh leL;kacÌy 
vkiqydh vlrs-

•	 izlkjek/;es] lao/kZu pGoGhps egRokps Hkkx/kkjd vkgsr] tho’kkL=h; fofo/krk okpo.;kr R;kapk vk/kkj egRokpk vkgs- 
rFkkih] izlkj ek/;e O;kolkf;dkae/khy tkx:drsP;k derjrseqGs vkf.k lajf{kr {ks= O;oLFkkidkaP;k izlkj ek/;eka’kh 
vf/kd Loa;izsfjr ekxkZus O;Lr gks.;keqGs] T;k i)rhus >kys ikfgts R;k i)rhus rs gksr ukgh-

•	 yksd d’kk izdkjs vkf.k dk uSlfxZd Ik;kZoj.kkps ewY; tk.krkr gs let.ks Ik;kZoj.k O;oLFkkidkauk R;kaph dk;Z{ks=s  
vf/kd izHkkodkjdfjR;k O;oLFkkfir dj.;klkBh enr d: ‘kdrs- vf/kd loZlk/kkj.k Lrjkoj] yksdkauh fulxkZcÌy 
fuf’pr dsysyh v’kh ewY;s] th dks.krh oLrhLFkkus vkf.k iztkrh lao/kZuklkBh egRokP;k ekuY;k tkrkr ;koj ifj.kke 
djrs- ;ke/kwu] dksBs vkf.k dsaOgk lao/kZu ?kMrs ;koj gs ifj.kke djrs-

•	 lkekftd izlkjek/;es] yksd uSlfxZd izdkjs laokn lk/krkr ;koj çdk’k Vkdw ‘kdrkr&cjsp yksd eksdGîk tkxkapk 
vkuan dWesÚ;kus ?ksrkr vkf.k cÚ;kpnk R;kaps Nk;kfp=s usVofdZax lkÃV~loj Vkdrkr- f¶ydjlkj[;k osclkbZVoj 
uSlfxZd fBdk.kkaps yksdkauh ?ksrysys vkf.k lkoZtfudfjR;k miyC/k dj.;klkBh fuoMysyh yk[kks Nk;kfp=s vkgsr- 
egRokps Eg.kts] ;kiSdh cjspls Nk;kfp= ÞHkkSxksfydfjR;k fpUgkafdrÞ vkgsr ¼Nk;kfp= tsFks ?ksrys xsys rs fBdk.k 
uksanoysyss gksrs- Ik;ZVdkauh dk<ysys vkf.k lkekf;d dsysys Nk;kfp= la’kks/kd vkf.k lao/kZdkauk ekSY;oku ekfgrh  
iqjoq ‘kdrkr-

•	 i=dkjkacjkscj fo’okl vkf.k laoknkps iwy cka/kys xsys ikfgtsr- ;keqGs i=dkjkaps MPA P;k egRokcíyps Kku cGdV 
dj.;klkBh enr djsy vkf.k ladVkaP;k ifjfLFkrhr laokn cGdV dj.;klkBh enr djsy.

Key messages
•	 A lot more needs to be reported and communicated to place the conservation issues on priority among 

decision-makers on one hand, and to make coastal and marine conservation a popular and common topic 

among the citizens, students, coastal communities and other key stakeholders.

•	 Only media has the potential of taking the message on conservation of coastal and marine biodiversity to the 

public. 

•	 The media has strengths, but also limitations. The most important limitation is that the media works with 

catchwords. The second limitation is that there are certain time periods when the media has interest on 

coastal issues

•	 Media is a key stakeholder of the conservation movement, its support is pivotal for saving the biological di-

versity. However, many a times it does not work the way it should for the lack of awareness among the media 

professional and for the inabilities of the protected area managers to engage with media in a more proactive 

way.

•	 Knowing how and why people value the natural environment can help environmental managers manage their 

sites more effectively. At a more general level, the values that people place on nature affect which types of 

habitats and species are deemed important to conserve. This, in turn, affects where and when conservation 

takes place.

•	 Social media can provide great insights into how people interact with nature—most people enjoy the outdoors 

with a camera and often share their photos on networking sites. Websites like Flickr contain millions of pho-

tographs of natural spaces that people have taken and chosen to make publicly available. Importantly, many 

of these photographs are “geo-tagged” (i.e., the location where the photograph was taken is recorded. The 

photos visitors take and share, then, can provide valuable information for researchers and conservationists.

•	 Trust and communication bridges have to be built with journalists. This will help strengthen journalists’ under-

standing of the importance of the MPAs and also help strengthen communication during crisis situations.





8.1	 izlkj ek/;ekadMwu vki.k fdukÚ;kacÌy  
tkLr dk ,sdr ukgh\

tj rqEgh ,[kkns orZekui= ?ksrys] ?kjh ;s.kkjs dks.krsgh nSfud orZekui=] vkf.k tj leqnz 
fdaok fdukjiêhojhy ckrE;kaph la[;k riklyh rj tkLr ckrE;k lkiM.kkj ukghr- dnkfpr] 
lq:okrhl rqEgh lgti.ks pkGky] uarj leqnzh leL;kackcr deh izek.kkrks vlysyh ,[kknh 
rjh fdjdksG ckreh HkjkHkj ‘kks/kky- 

vFkkZr] gs [kjs Bj.kkj ukgh vls dkgh fnol vlrhy- tls dh] tsaOgk ,[kkns eksBs pØhoknG 
‘ksdMks thokapk cGh ?ksrs] u Hk:u ;s.kkjs uqdlku iksgkspors] vkarjjk”Vªh; laLFkkadMwu 
Rlqukehpk b’kkjk fnyk tkrks] rsykps roax e`r Ogsy~luk fdukÚ;koj Qsdrkr-

;kpk vFkZ] tsaOgk ,[kknh *?kVuk* ?kMrs] izlkj ek/;es] eqyHkwr oLrqfLFkrh vkf.k /kksD;kps b’kkjs] 
e`rkaP;k la[;sps ri’khy] yksdkaP;k vkf.k ekyeÙksP;k lqj{kslkBh ‘kklukdMwu dsysyh mik; 
O;oLFkk ¼fdaok R;kaph m.kho½] vkf.k cÚ;kp uarj] uqdlku HkjikÃ djr vlysY;k jkT;kapk 
ikBiqjkok ;kaP;k okrkZadukps R;kaps dke djrkr- i.k ,danj ikgrk] Lor%P;k jkT;kP;k fdaok 
ns’kkP;k fdukjh LokLF;kcÌyph iz[kj fpark ftrD;k okjaokj ;ko;kl ikfgts frrD;k osGsl 
izlkj ek/;ekrwu ;sr ukgh-

Rkj ex ,[kknh O;Drh fdukjh vkf.k leqnzh lao/kZu leL;kaP;k izlkj ek/;ekaP;k okrkZadukrhy 
okLrfod Hkkouk ‘kwU;rsps dls fo’ys”k.k djsy\ ;kpk vFkZ vlk gksrks dk] dh leqnzh  
TkSofofo/krsP;k leL;k] la?k”kZ] deh gksr tk.kkÚ;k iztkrh ;kapk ‘kgjs fdaok fcxj fdukjh 
jfgok’;ka’kh laca/k ukgh\ fdaok ok<.kkjs leqnz Lrj vFkok ok<.kkjs rkieku ;kapk ifj.kke  
vkiY;kiSdh leqnzktoG u jkg.;kaoj fdaok cnyR;k gokekukpk ifj.kke gks.;kbrir 
leqnzktoG u jkg.;kaoj gksr ukgh\

,[kknîk lk/;k *ukgh* is{kk ;k mÙkjkoj vusd Fkj vkgsr- gk foHkkx] vf/kd [kksykr tkÃy 
vkf.k Hkkjrh; izlkj ek/;ekaP;k ifjfLFkrhrhy R;k dkj.kkaiSdh dkgh dkj.ks Li”V djsy-

8.1	 Why we do not hear much 
about the coasts from the 
media?

If you pick up a newspaper, any daily newspaper that comes home, and then if you 

check the number of news items that feature the sea or the coast, you may not find 

many. You would probably first turn the pages first casually, then frantically to look for 

anything that has remotely, even a snippet of news, about marine issues. 

Of course, there would be days when this is not true. Say, when a super-cyclone 

claims hundreds of lives, does irreparable damage, there is a tsunami alert put out by 

an international agency, an oil slick that has thrown up dead whales on the coast. 

That means that whenever there is an ‘event’, the media does its job of reporting 

basic facts and alerts, details of casualties, arrangements (or lack of it) made by the 

administration to safeguard people and property and much later, probably a follow-

up or two of the state of the region on its way to recovery. But by and large, deeper 

concerns related to the coastal health of one’s own state or country do not figure in 

the media as often as they ought to be.

How then does one analyse this virtual blank in media coverage of the coastal and 

marine conservation issues? Does it mean that marine biodiversity issues, conflicts, 

diminishing of species are not relevant to city or non-coastal area dwellers? Or that 

rising sea levels or the increasing temperature do not affect those of us who do not 

live by the sea or live close enough to be impacted by the changing patterns? 

The answer is much more layered than a simple ‘no’. This Module shall attempt to go 

deeper and break down some of those reasons in the Indian media scenario.





8.2	 f{kfrtkpk var% izlkj 
ek/;ekaps vf/kd LokjL; 
leqnz vkf.k fdukjiÍîkkais{kk 
HkwHkkxkr tkLr dk vkgs\ 

izlkj ek/;ekauk leqnzkis{kk HkwHkkx vf/kd vkoMrks dk\ t#jh ukgh- 
izlkj ek/;es leqnz leL;kais{kk HkwHkkx leL;kaps okrkZadu vf/kd 
djrkr dk\ ,d eksB~Bk *gks;*-

leqnzkcÌyps izse fo:) leqnzk’kh lacaf/kr ?kVukaps izR;{k okrkZadu 
;ke/khy varj let.;klkBh] Hkkjrh; izlkj ek/;ekalkBh gs loZ  
ftFks pkyw >kys frFki;Zar ekxs tk.ks vko’;d vkgs-

Hkkjrh; lanHkkZr i=dkfjrsps ifgys Lo:Ik o`Ùki= gksrs] vkf.k R;kyk 
,d dkj.kgh tksMysys gksrs% Hkkjrh;kapk fczfV’k lÙkk/kkÚ;kafo:)pk 
Lokra++«;y<k-

toGtoG 20O;k ‘krdki;Zar] Nkihy izlkj ek/;ekalkBh ,dp 
vkns’k gksrk- rks Eg.kts] T;kauh y<îkps usr`Ro dsys R;kaps fopkj 
iksgkspowu] lÙkk/kkÚ;kaP;k vR;kpkjkP;k ckrE;k nsÅu vkf.k 
jkteqdqVkP;k /kksj.kkaph Vhdk d:u] HkkjrkP;k Lokra«; y<îkph enr 
dj.ks- brj ,[kknk fo”k; T;kdMs rsaOgkP;k iz’kklukps fdaok yksdkaps 
y{k ns.ks xjtsps gksrs R;kyk o`Ùki=kae/khy LFkkuke/;s m?kMi.ks nq¸;e 
okx.kwd fnyh tkr vls- 

8.2	 The end of the horizon: 
Why the media is more 
interested with land 
than with the sea and 
the coasts?

Does the media love land more than the sea? Not necessarily. 

Does the media cover land issues more than sea issues?  A 

resounding ‘yes’. 

To understand  the gap between the love for the sea versus the 

actual coverage of matters pertaining to the sea, it is essential 

to go back to where it all began for the Indian media. 

The earliest form of journalism in the Indian context was the 

newspaper, and it had a cause attached to it: The freedom 

struggle of the Indians against the British rulers. 

Almost till the middle of the 20th century, the print media 

therefore had only one mandate. This was to aid the struggle 

for independence of India by carrying the words of those who 

led its struggle, reporting atrocities by the rulers and critiquing 

the policies of the Crown. Any other subject that needed the 

attention of the then-administration or the people was clearly 

given a secondary treatment in the spaces within a newspaper. 



After Independence in 1947, this self-imposed mandate continued for a while with a little change in 

outlook. Now it was time for the media to help the fledgling government work towards building India 

both from within as well as externally so it could stand up to the might of its peers across the world. 

This period lasted right upto the 1970s, which saw the Emergency, which is when the anti-establish-

ment face of the media began to show up. Newspapers and magazines, which until then had had a 

milder role, began to proactively question and criticise the government and began to report on the 

sorry state of the common people who had to bear the brunt of flawed policies and corruption in ad-

ministration. 

Conflicts arising out of these issues, protests, factory worker issues, the gross abuse of human rights, 

hunger, starvation, famine, droughts, custodial deaths, were the stories that interested the media. All 

these happen only – or at least mostly – on land, and not the sea! Therefore somewhere along the line 

the media in its own mind has come to prioritise land-related issues as more important for – and as 

more impacting – the people than sea-related concerns.

However the sea – in all its enormity – cannot be ignored either. From centuries, the sea has had a 

certain mystery, a sense of the unknown.  Besides, there is no saying even for those who live by it 

when its calm placid waters can turn into a deathly storm. The media without exception has treated 

the sea therefore as an entity that is unpredictable, wild and ‘treats’ news related to it in those terms – 

of the deaths, cyclones, tsunami toll et al.

The onset of television in the late 1970s, cable TV in the 1990s after the Gulf war, and private FM radio 

in the early 2000s did not change it much as far as coverage of the coast is concerned. 

Besides, there is another crucial factor: The issue of lack of access to authentic information regard-

ing marine issues. It’s not an area easily understood by journalists, especially those in the frontline of 

reporting in the coastal areas. Often, these journalists are only stringers, paid per article and not on 

the roll of a media house which would have given them the credibility, wherewithal and free access to 

government authorities, marine experts and online resources on the matters.

Certain niche magazines – and of late television channels too - have done a stellar job in reporting 

even in non-catastrophic times about marine species, day to day conflicts faced by fishing communi-

ties, changing trends in fishing and impact say of deep sea trawling besides coastal erosion leading 

to depletion of beaches etc. One prime example was NDTV’s ‘Save India’s coasts’ campaign, in which 

a team from the channel travelled across the coast for six weeks and reported about the issues and 

problems being faced by the coasts. 

But a lot more needs to be reported to save and conserve the marine world in every which way. Jour-

nalism needs a sea-change in attitude towards coastal issues and its coverage.

1947, e/;s Lokra«;kuarj] gk Lor% yknysyk vkns’k n`”Vhdksukr FkksMklk cny d:u dkgh dkGkiqjrk pkyw 
jkfgyk- vkf.k vkrk izlkj ek/;ekalkBh mn;ksUeq[k iz’kklukl Hkkjr cka/k.khP;k dkekr vkrwu rlsp ckgs:u enr 
dj.;kph osG vkyh gksrh] T;keqGs rs txHkjkrhy R;kP;k lkFkhnkjkacjkscj lkeF;kZus mHks jkgw ‘kdsy- 

gk dkyko/kh 1970 Ik;Zar fVdyk] T;kus vk.khck.kh ikfgyh] vkf.k rsaOgkp izlkj ek/;ekapk O;oLFkkiu fojks/kh 
psgjk fnlw ykxyk- o`Ùki+=s vkf.k ekflds] T;kaph rksi;Zar lkSE; Hkwfedk gksrh] rh iz’kklukl Lo;aizsfjr gksÅu  
tkc fopk: ykxyh o Vhdk d: ykxyh vkf.k iz’kklukrhy lnks”k /kksj.ks o Hkz”Vkpkjkps pVds lgu djkO;k 
ykx.kkÚ;k lkekU; ek.klkP;k nqnZ’ksP;k ckrE;k nsÅ ykxyh-

v’kk leL;kae/kwu m˜o.kkjs la?k’kZ] fu’ks/k] fxj.kh dkexkjkaP;k leL;k] ekuoh gDdkapk ,dw.k nq:Ik;ksx] Hkwd]
miklekj] vo’kZ.k] nq”dkG] dksBMhrhy e`R;q] ;k v’kk ?kVuk gksR;k] T;kauh izlkj ek/;ekauk vkdf’kZr dsys- gs 
loZ dsoG fdaok cÚ;kpnk rjh HkwHkkxkoj ?kMrs vkf.k leqnzkoj ukgh! R;keqGs Lor%P;k eukr] dqBsrjh ,dk 
ikrGhoj] izlkj ek/;es yksdkalkBh HkwHkkx lacaf/kr leL;kauk leqnz lacaf/kr leL;kais{kk vf/kd egRoiw.kZ vkf.k  
vf/kd ifj.kkedkjd Eg.kwu izk/kkU; nsr vkyh vkgsr- 

rjhgh ,drj R;kP;k laiw.kZ HkO;rsr leqnz nqyZf{kyk tkÅ ‘kdr ukgh- ‘krdkaiklwu] leqnzke/;s ,dizdkjp xw<] 
vKkrkph tk.kho vkgs- ;kf’kok;] lqeqnzktoG jkg.kkÚ;kalkBh d/kh R;kps ‘kkar LrC/k ik.kh izk.k?kkrd oknG cusy 
gs lkaxrk ;sr ukgh- R;keqGs izlkj ek/;ekauh vioknk[ksjht leqnzkyk ,d vfLrRo ts] ygjh] oknGh vkgs] vkf.k 
leqnz lacaf/kr ?kVukauk e`R;q] pØhoknG] RlqukeheqGs gks.kkjs uqdlku v’kh okx.kwd fnyh vkgs-

leqnzk’kh laca/khr okrkZadukpk fopkj dsY;kl] 1970 P;k ‘ksoVh nwjn’kZuPkk izkjaHk] 1990 e/khy vk[kkrh  
;q)kuarjpk dscy Vh-Ogh-] vkf.k 2000P;k izkjaHkkrhy [kktxh ,Q-,e- jsfMvks ;kauh R;kr fo’ks”k dkgh cny  
dsyk ukgh-

;kf’kok;] vk.k[kh ,d egRokpk ?kVd vkgs% leqnzk’kh laca/khr leL;kacÌyph [kk=hyk;d ekfgrh izkIr 
dj.;kryh derjrk- gk Hkkx i=dkjkadMwu fo’ks”kr% fdukjiêhP;k Hkkxkrhy okrkZadukr vxzslj vl.kkÚ;kadMwu 
letwu ?ksryk tkr ukgh- cÚ;kpnk gs i=dkj dsoG izrh ys[k ekscnyk feG.kkjs gaxkeh i=dkj vlwu]  
izlkj ek/;ekaps dk;kZy; T;kauh R;kauk fo’oklkgZrk] vFkZlgk¸;] ‘kkldh; vf/kdkjh] leqnzh rK vkf.k  
lacaf/kr vkWuykÃu lalk/ku L=ksrkalkBh eqDr izos’k fnyk vlrk v’kk izlkj ek/;e dk;kZy;kP;k deZpkjh 
lwphe/;s ulrkr- 

dkgh fu’k ekflds & vkf.k vyhdMP;k nwjn’kZu okfgU;k & ;kauh fouk vkiRrhtU; dkGkr ns[khy leqnzh 
izTkkrh] eklsekjh lekt lkeksjs tkr vlysys nSuafnu la?k”kZ] eklsekjhrhy cnyR;k i)rh] [kksy leqnzkrhy 
VªkWfyaxps ifj.kke ;kf’kok; leqnz fdukÚ;kaP;k ÚgklkdMs us.kkjh fdukjh /kwi ;kfo’k;hP;k okrkZadukr mR—”V  
dke dsys vkgs- ;kps eksBs mnkgj.k Eg.kts NDTV ps ^Hkkjrkps fdukjs okpok^ eksfge] ;k varxZr okfguhP;k  
,dk xVkus lgk vkBoMîkalkBh fdukÚ;kP;k nksUgh rhjkaoj izokl dsyk vkf.k leqnz fdukjs lkeksjs tkr  
vlysY;k leL;k vkf.k vMp.kh ;kaps okrkZadu dsys] gs gksrs-

ijarq tesy R;k izR;sd i)rhus leqnzh txkP;k j{k.k vkf.k lao/kZuklkBh [kwi vf/kd okrkZadu xjtsps vkgs-  
leqnzh leL;k vkf.k R;kP;k okrkZadukP;k o`Rrhr i=dkfjrsyk eksBîk cnykph xjt vkgs-
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8.3	 izlkj ek/;es egRokph dk  
vkgsr\

Þek/;esß gs ßek/;eÞ ;k ‘kCnkps vusdopu vkgs] T;kph ÞlaLFkk fdaok 
dkgh rjh dj.;kps lk/kuÞ] v’kh vkWDlQMZ fMD’kujh O;k[;k djrs-

fdukjh vkf.k leqnzh tSofofo/krsP;k lao/kZukpk lans’k yksdkai;Zar vkf.k 
fu.kkZ;dkai;Zar us.;kph {kerk dsoG izlkj ek/;ekae/;s vkgs] vkf.k 
Eg.kwu fdukjh vkf.k leqnzh lao/kZuklkBh yksd vkf.k /kksj.kkaPkk ikfBack 
feGo.;kr izlkj ek/;es egRokps ?kVd Bjrkr-

izlkj ek/;es e;kZnkais{kkns[khy ojp< gksÅ ‘kdrkr- ,[kknh ckreh 
euksjatd vkf.k egRokph vlY;kl rh dsoG LFkkfud izlkj 
ek/;ekaiqjrh e;kZfnr jgkr ukgh- jkT; Lrjh;] jk”Vªh; vkf.k 
vkarjjk”Vªh; izlkj ek/;es dk;kZy;s R;kyk ?ksrkr- tj ckreh n`’; 
izLrqrhdj.kklkBh oGork ;s.;ktksxh vlsy] rj VhOgh pWuy R;kyk 
mpyrkr vkf.k 24 X 7 nk[kor jkgkrkr] v’kkfjrhus R;kpk izHkko 
lkeF;Z’kkyh gksrks-

8.3	 Why is media 
important?

“Media” is the plural of the word “medium”, which the Oxford 

dictionary defines as “an agency or means to do something.” 

Only media has the potential of taking the message on conserva-

tion of coastal and marine biodiversity to the public and to the 

decision-makers, and therefore media is a key player in gather-

ing public and policy support for coastal and marine conserva-

tion. 

Media also transcends boundaries. If a news item is interesting 

and important, it does not remain confined to local media alone. 

State-level, national and international media outlets pick it up. If 

the news is amenable to visual representation, TV channels pick 

it up and repeat it 24 X 7, thus strengthening its impact. 





8.4	 Media is growing in India

The media has been growing in importance in the recent years. Accord-

ing to the Indian Readership Survey1 at the end of 2012, the print media 

registered a cumulative annual growth rate of 0.8%, TV of 5.2%, cable 

and satellite of 8.9%, radio of 1.9%, cinema of 11.6% and internet of 

24.2%. There has been an overall growth in media’s reach in the recent 

years in India.

Indian Readership Survey report for the fourth quarter of 2012.

1	 The IRS topline figures for 2012 Q4 can be seen at http://mruc.net/sites/default/
files/IRS%202012%20Q4%20Topline%20Findings.pdf

8.4	 Hkkjrkr izlkj ek/;es o`f)axr  
gksr vkgsr

vfydMY;k o”kkZae/;s izlkj ek/;ekaps egRo ok<r vkgs- Hkkjrh; okpd  
losZ{k.kkuqlkj1 2012 P;k ‘ksoVkl izdk’ku izlkj ek/;ekus ,dw.k okf”kZdok<  
nj 0-8%, fVOgh 5-2%, dscy vkf.k lWVsykbZV 8-9%, jsfMvks1-9%, flusek 
11-6% vkf.k baVusVus 24-2%n’kZoyh vkgs- Hkkjrkr vfydMP;k o”kkZae/;s 
,danj izlkj ek/;ekaP;k vkokD;ke/;s ok< vkgs-

2012 P;k pkSF;k frekghps Hkkjrh; okpd losZ{k.k vgoky-

1	 2012 D;w4 lkBh vk;vkj,l VkiykbZu vkdMs http://mruc.net/sites/default/files/IRS%20

2012%20Q4%20Topline%20Findings.pdf ;sFks ifgys tkÅ ‘kdrkr-

lk{kjrk 

çsl 

lhvkf.k,l 

flusek@fp=iV 

dks.krsgh ek/;e 

VhOgh 

jsfM;ks 

baVjusV



The most important factor for this is the growth in literacy in the country. Census of India data from 

2001 and 2011, show an increase in literacy in many states, especially those in the middle of the 

country.2

This reflects also in the fact that Hindi media registered the most growth, followed by publishing from 

other Indian languages. 

ns’kkrhy lk{kjrsr ok< gk ;klkBh lokZr egRokpk ?kVd vkgs- fo’ks”kr% ns’kkP;k e/;krwu] 2001 vkf.k 2011P;k 
MkVkuqlkj Hkkjrkph tux.kuk- ok< n’kZfoyh vkgs2

oLrqfLFkrh gs n’kZors dh fgUnh izlkj ek/;ekus] brj Hkkjrh; Hkk”kkaP;k izdk’kukis{kk lokZr tkLr ok< uksanoysyh 
vkgs- 

2	 Hkkjrkrhy lokaZlkBh f’k{k.k, http://www.educationforallinindia.com/.

izlkj ek/;es la’kks/ku okijdrsZ ifj”kns}kjs Hkkjrh; ukrslaca/k losZ{k.k

loksZP; 10 nSfuds loksZP; 10 baxzth nSfuds

uko Hkk”kk 2012 ps  
Q4 okpd 

1 nSfud tkxj.k fgUnh 16,370,000
2 nSfud HkkLdj fgUnh 14,416,000
3 fgUnwLFkku fgUnh 12,246,000
4 eyk;yk euksjek eY;kGe 9,760,000
5 vej mtkyk fgUnh 8,434,000
6 n VkbZEl vkWQ bafM;k baxzth 7,615,000
7 Msyh FkkaVh rfeG 7,334,000
8 yksder ejkBh 7,313,000
9 jktLFkku if=dk fgUnh 6,837,000
10 ekr`Hkweh eY;kGe 6,334,000

,dw.k 96,659,000

uko 2012 ps Q4 
okpd

n VkbZEl vkWQ bafM;k 7,615,000

fgUnqLFkku VkbZEl 3,820,000

n fgUnw 2,164,000
n VsysxzkQ 1,265,000
MsDdu ØkWfudy 1,020,000
DNA 972,000

eqacbZ fejj 819,000
n bdkWukWfeDl VkbZEl 735,000
n fVªC;qu 671,000

n U;w bafM;u ,dlizsl 652,000

,dw.k 19,733,000

ykxw lk{kjrk nj] 2001 ¼jkT;s/dsaæ’kkflr çns’k½  ykxw lk{kjrk nj] 2011 ¼jkT;s/dsaæ’kkflr çns’k½
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8.5	 izlkj ek/;ekalkscr e;kZnk----vkf.k  
MPA O;oLFkkidkalkBh ifj.kke:

8.5.1	 dks.kR;k e;kZnk vkgsr\

izlkj ek/;ekdMs ‘kDrh vkgs] i.k e;kZnkgh vkgsr- lokZr egRokph e;kZnk vkgs dh 
izlkj ek/;e ?kks”kokD;kus dke djrs( vki.k dkgh v’kh ?kks”kokD;s ikgw;k th vki.k 
izlkj ek/;ekr i;kZoj.kkfo”k;h okprkauk igkrks- vusd fuoMd i;kZoj.k dFkkaiklwu 
fodflr >kysys vls gs lax.kdkus fuekZ.k dsysys VWx DykÅM vkgs-

Eg.kwu] tj vki.k izlkj ek/;e tSofofo/krk] gokeku cny] fodluf’ky ns’k] lao/kZu] 
i{kkaps vf/kos’ku ¼gokeku cny fdaok tSofofo/krk lao/kZukyk CoPs½] ik.kh] mRltZu 
/;s;] bR;knhaoj vlsy] rj vkiY;kyk izokG fojatd] eRlks|ksx leL;k] fdaok 
[kkjQqVhP;k ekukus izlkj ek/;ekps y{k Rofjr os/krk ;sbZy- 

;kpk vFkZ vlk vkgs dh vkiY;k dFkse/;s izlkj ek/;eke/;s i=dkjkps y{k os/k.;klkBh ;k 
izeq[k ‘kCnka’kh tqG.kh djkoh- Eg.ktsp izlkj ek/;eke/;s loksZP; izk/kkU; feG.;klkBh izokG 
fojatdkyk gokeku cnyk’kh tksMkos vkf.k [kkjQqVh oLrhLFkkukP;k gkuhyk fdukjh ‘kgjkyk 
tkLr ladVkaP;kh /kksD;k’kh tksMkos-

izlkj ek/;eklkscr vk.k[kh ,d e;kZnk vkgs- R;kpk dy uohu ?kVukadMs vlrks- 
ckSYMj ;q,l,P;k dksykjkMksP;k foKku vkf.k ra=KkukP;k fo|kihBkP;k dsanzkus 
tkxfrd izlkj ek/;ek}kjs tkxfrd m”.krk vkf.k gokeku cnykP;k okrkZadukps 
fufj{k.k dj.;klkBh lrr la’kks/ku dsys- gs izeq[k ‘kCn dls vgoky nsrkr ;kps

8.5	 Limitations with the 
media….and implications 
for the MPA managers:

8.5.1	 What are the limitations?

The media has strengths, but also limitations. The most important limitation is 

that the media works with catchwords. Let us look at some of the catchwords 

that we see in media when reading about environment. This is a computer 

generated tag cloud developed from a number of selected environment sto-

ries.

Thus, if you are talking to the media on biodiversity, climate change, develop-

ing countries, conservation, conference of parties (CoPs to the Climate Change 

or Biodiversity Conventions), water, emission targets, etc., you would get me-

dia attention quicker than when talking about say coral bleaching or fisheries 

issues, or mangrove habitat loss.. 

This means that our stories for the media have to be linked to these keywords to 

get journalists’ attention. That is, coral bleaching will need to be linked to climate 

change, and mangrove habitat loss will need to be linked to the enhanced disaster 

threat to the coastal cities to get higher prominence in the media.

There is another limitation with the media. Its interest is related to news 

events. The Center for Science and Technology of the University of Colorado at 

Boulder, USA, has been carrying out a continuing research on monitoring how 

global media covers ‘global warming’ and ‘climate change’. This is a continu



ing survey of 50 newspapers across the world, to analyse how the keywords are reported. Of the 50 

newspapers, four are from India – The Hindu, the Indian Express, Times of India and the Hindustan 

Times. 

A look at the global chart from 2000 to 2014 shows that there have been periods there have been in-

tense coverage on climate change and global warming in the media, and periods of relative quietness.1

The highest peak for media coverage in all continents was in November-December 2009. It was for the 

CoP held at Copenhagen in Denmark, when the world attention was focused on whether global leaders 

would be able to decide on an instrument to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. The other spikes also 

are during the end of the years, when the annual CoPs are held in different parts of the world. 

Thus, it is clear that media covers news about climate change and global warming just before, dur-

ing and after the annual CoPs. So, presenting the story on corals bleaching due to global warming to 

journalists at the time of the CoPs will have a better impact in the media, than in any other month.

The trend is similar with Indian publications.2 The spikes are during the CoPs. 

3	 http://sciencepolicy.colorado.edu/icecaps/research/media_coverage/world/index.html
4	 http://sciencepolicy.colorado.edu/icecaps/research/media_coverage/india/index.html

ewY;kadu dj.;klkBh txHkjkrhy 50 orZekui=kps losZ{k.k vkgs- ;k 50 orZekui=kaiSdh 4 Hkkjrh; vkgsr &n 
fgUnw] n bafM;u ,Dlizsl] VkbZEl vkWQ bafM;k vkf.k fgUnwLFkku VkbZEl]

2000 rs 2014P;k tkxfrd vkys[kkyk igk rks n’kZorks dh R;kr dkyko/kh vkgs T;kr gokeku cny vkf.k 
tkxfrd m”.krspk lekos’k izlkj ek/;ekr dsyk xsysyk vkgs] vkf.k ukrslaca/k ‘kkarrspk dkyko/kh vkgs-3

loZ [kaMke/;s izlkj ek/;ekr lekos’kkpk loksZPp fcanw uksOgsacj &fMlsacj 2009 e/;s gksrk- gs MsUekdZe/;s 
dksisugkxuyk vk;ksftr CoP e/;s gksrk] tsOgk txkps y{k gfjrx`gkps ok;w mRltZukr dikr dj.;klkBh dks.krs 
lk/ku vkgs gk fu.kZ; ?ks.;klkBh tkxfrd izeq[k l{ke vkgs dk ;koj dsanzhr dj.;kr vkys gksrs- o”kkZ[ksj brj 
p<r gh gksrh] tsOgk okf”kZd txkP;k fofo/k Hkkxkae/;s CoPs vk;ksftr dj.;kr vkys gksrs-

;ko:u gs Li”V vkgs dh izlkj ek/;es gokeku cny vkf.k tkxfrd m”.krk fo”k;d ckrE;k okf”kZd CoPs 

njE;ku] iwohZ vkf.k uarj çLrqr djrkr- rj] i=dkjkaleksj brj efgU;k,soth CoPs P;k osGh tkxfrd 
m”.krseqGs izokG fojatukoj dFkk izLrwr dj.ks izlkj ek/;ekoj mRre izHkko Vkdsy-

Hkkjrh; izdk’kuk lkscr dy leku vkgs.4 CoPs P;k njE;ku p<r vlrs- 

3	 http://sciencepolicy.colorado.edu/icecaps/research/media_coverage/world/index.html
4	 http://sciencepolicy.colorado.edu/icecaps/research/media_coverage/india/index.html

gokekukrhy cny fdaok fo’oO;kih rkiekukrhy o`)hps 
tkxfrd o`Ùki=kaps okrkaZdu 2004&2014

>we bu dj.;klkBh Iy‚V {ks=kr fDyd djk vkf.k Mªìx djk

gokekukrhy cny fdaok fo’oO;kih rkiekukrhy o`)hps 
tkxfrd o`Ùki=kaps okrkaZdu 2004&2014

>we bu dj.;klkBh Iy‚V {ks=kr fDyd djk vkf.k Mªìx djk

vkfÝdk vkf’k;k ;qjksi e/; iwoZ mÙkj vesfjdk

nf{k.k vesfjdk

bafM;u ,DLçsl n fganw fganqLrku VkbZEl VkbZEl v‚Q bafM;k

vksf’k;kfu;k
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8.5.2	 izlkj ek/;ekauk dk; gos vkgs vkf.k rs dÚ;kpk lekos’k djrs

8.5.2.1 i=dkjkauk let.ks

vki.k i=dkj dls txrks vkf.k dk; fopkj djrks gs letwu ?ksÅ ;k] ts.ksd:u vki.k R;kps@frps y{k 
os/k.;kpk iz;Ru d: ‘kdw- {ks=ke/;s] tsFks leqnz fdukÚ;kpk lqjf{kr (MPAs) Hkkx vkgs] i=dkjka}kjs laHkk”k.kkph 
lq:okr gksrs- gs lkekU;i.ks LFkkfud deZpkjh i=dkj] fdaok ‘kD;rks fÝykal i=dkj vlrkr ts orZekui=klkBh 
fyfgrkr fdaok fVOgh pWuYllkBh fp=hdj.k djrkr vkf.k izR;sd ckrehP;k vk/kkjkoj R;kauk iSls fnys tkrkr 
¼i=dkjhrsP;k Hkk”ksr ;k O;kolkf;dkauk Lora= i=dkj vls Eg.krkr½- 

;k LFkkfud i=dkjkalkBh] R;kaps izeq[k dsanz dk;ZLFkGkojhy jktdh; dFkk vlrkr- R;kaps lkekU; y{;  
ftYgkf/kdkjh fdaok eglwy vf/kdkjh] LFkkfud iksfyl vf/kdkjh] izsl Dyc bR;knh vlrkr- loZlk/kkj.ki.ks 
rs ekuo& izk.;kaph HkkaM.ka fdaok taxyke/;s eksBîk izek.kkr vkx vls izlax vlY;kf’kok; oU; vf/kdkÚ;k’kh 
fu;fer ulrkr- vkf.k tj rs izkafr; oU; leL;kapk lekos’k dj.;klkBh tkx`d ulrhy] rj rs fdukjh  
vkf.k leqnzh lao/kZu leL;kaP;k ckcrhrgh deh tkx`r vlrkr- R;kaP;klkBh izokGh lao/ku tSofofo/krslkBh  
dk vko’;d vkgs] fdaok dk e`r MxkWax ,d pkaxys lqpd ukgh gs let.ks vo?kM vlrs-

{ks=kP;k ‘ksoVP;k Vksdkyk vlysys nwjps i=dkj lglk r:.k vkf.k uo[ks vlrkr- rs vusd xks”Vhaoj ,dkp 
osGsyk dke djrkr- R;kaP;kdMwu osG vkf.k Jekph tkLr dke ?ksryh tkrkr vkf.k rs R;kaP;k izlkj ek/;e 
vf?kdkÚ;kauk R;kaP;k dFkk fod.;klkBh lrr dBh.k ifjJe djr vlrkr- rs nh?kZdkGki;aZr dke djrkr] 
vkBoMîkrwu fdeku lgk fnol vkf.k rjh ns[khy R;kauk iqjsls iSls feGr ukghr-

;k fnysY;k fLFkrhe/;s] MPAs P;k O;oLFkkidkalkBh dk; egRokps vkgs rs i=dkjkP;k izk/kkU;kae/;s vl.ks  
vko’;d ukgh- vki.k i=dkjkaph fdukjh vkf.k leqnzh lao/kZukr vkoM fuekZ.k dj.;kP;k ekxkZauk ikgw- i.k 
R;kvk/kh] vki.k R;k laikndkauk letwu ?ksÅ ts dks.krh ckreh izdkf’kr djk;ph fdaok izlkfjr gksbZy vkf.k 
R;kauk dk; egRo fnys tkrs ;koj fu.kZ; ?ksrkr-

  

8.5.2.2 laikndkauk letwu ?ks.ks

tjh vki.k O;oLFkkidkps y{; os/k.;kr lQy >kyks] rjh dFkk izdk’kukr fdaok fVOghe/;s izlkfjr rsOgkp 
gksbZy tsOgk laikndkyk rs R;kP;k xq.koRrsuqlkj vkoMsy- R;keqGs] vki.k tj laikndkaps thou vkf.k izk/kkU; 
letwu ?ksrys rj rs vkiY;kyk enr d: ‘kdsy-

laikndklkBh R;kP;k pWuyps TRP ok<o.ks fdaok frP;k izdk’kukpk izlkj lq/kkj.ks gs lokZr tkLr egRokps 
vlrs- rh ,d v’kh iWdstj vlrs ftyk frP;k izlkj ek/;e fuxZekps izHkko ok<o.;kl lokZr euksjatd dFkk 
feGrkr- rj fryk iVk;yk gos dh dFkk frPks pWusy ikg.;kps izek.k ok<osy- pWusy ikg.;kps izek.k ok<Y;kus 
izdk’ku@pWuyyk mRre feGdr gksrs vkf.k ;kpk vFkZ laikndkoj ekyd vkf.k Hkkx/kkjdkadMwu deh ncko 
iMrks-

;k laikndkP;k izkFkfedrsP;k ;kstuse/;s] lao/kZu vkf.k i;kZoj.kk’kh lacaf/kr leL;k ;knhe/;s lokZr oj 
vl.;kph ‘kD;rk ulrs- rh vusd leL;kalkscr ,dkp osGsyk dke djrs] vkf.k ;k fo”k;kaP;k dFkk dYiusoj 
frps [kwi deh y{k os/kYsk tk.;kph ‘kD;rk vlrs-

8.5.2	 What media wants and covers

8.5.2.1 Understanding reporters

Let us understand how a reporter lives and thinks, so that we can try and get his/her attention. In the 

field, where the marine coastal protected areas (MPAs) are located, the first line of communication 

is through the reporters. These are usually the local staff reporters, or more often freelance reporters 

who write for newspapers or shoot for TV channels and are paid on a per-piece basis (in journalistic 

parlance these professionals are called ‘stringers). 

For these local reporters, the main focus is on political stories from their area of operation. Their 

normal beats consists of the district collectorate or the local revenue office, the local police office, the 

press club, etc. They are usually not accustomed to covering forest offices, unless there is a man-

animal conflict or a major forest fire. And if they are not well aware of covering terrestrial forest issues, 

they are even less aware of coastal and marine conservation issues. It is difficult for them to under-

stand why conserving corals are important for the ecosystem, or why dead dugongs are not a good 

indication. 

The reporters in the far end of the field are usually young and inexperienced. They work on multiple 

stories at the same time. They are hard-pressed for time and energy and constantly trying hard to mar-

ket their story ideas with their media gatekeepers. They work long hours, at least six days of a week, 

and not always well paid.

Given this situation, what is of importance to the managers of MPAs need not be of priority for the re-

porters. We will look at ways of making coastal and marine conservation interesting for journalists. But 

before that, let us understand editors who take decisions on what news to be published or aired and 

what importance is given to them.  

8.5.2.2 Understanding the editors

Even if we manage to catch the attention of the reporters, the story will appear in the publication or will 

be telecast only if the editor is convinced in its merit. Thus, it would help if we can understand the lives 

and priorities of the editors.

Improving the circulation of her publication or improving the TRP of her channel is of prime impor-

tance for an editor. She is a packager who gets the most interesting stories that increases the impact 

of her media outlet. So she has to be convinced that the story will increase visibility for her outlet. With 

visibility comes better income for the publication/channel and that means lesser pressure for the editor 

from the owners and shareholders.

In this scheme of priorities for the editor, issues related to conservation and environment are not likely 

to be high on the list. She deals with multiple issues at the same time, and is very likely to have a short 

attention span for story ideas on these subjects. 
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There are times when it is not enough for a reporter on the ‘environment/coastal’ beat to be interested 

in a particular coastal issue. If the issue is such that a one-off report itself will suffice for highlighting 

the problem, it is good enough. 

However, marine conservation and issues related to species, habitat, threat, impact – all these need 

long term sustained coverage by the media which ought to be able to track the progress – or con-

tinued deterioration – of that area after the issue was brought to light. This kind of detailed coverage 

needs a longer engagement not just with the reporter but the editor and other senior staff. Advocacy 

is something that needs to embrace the length of the editorial line as every journalist, cameraperson, 

sub-editor, page layout person, graphic artist need to collaborate with one another to bring out the best 

in coverage.

It is especially important to have a buy-in from the editors on the issue as it would the n be possible 

for the effect to trickle down from the senior level. Driving her/his reporters for stories come naturally 

to editors and it is therefore a sort of guarantee that editors when made aware of and when convinced 

about the seriousness of the issue, will ensure better coverage.

dkgh osGk i=dkjkyk ^i;kZoj.k@fdukjh^ fof’k”V fdukjh leL;se/;s LokjL; ?ksÅu dke dj.;klkBh iwjsls 
ulrs- dkgh osGsyk i=dkjklkBh fof’k”V fdukjh leL;kae/;s LokjL; Bso.;klkBh ^i;kZoj.k@fdukjh^oj izgkj 
dj.ks iqjsls ulrs-

rjhgh] leqnzh lao/kZu vkf.k iztkrh] oLrhLFkku] vkiRrh] izHkko ;kaP;k’kh lacaf/kr leL;k & ;k loZ R;k {ks=krhy 
leL;kaoj izdk’k VkdY;kuarj &nh?kZdkyhu izlkj ek/;ek}kjs ‘kk’or okrkZadu ts izxrhpk ekxZ & fdaok  
lkrR;kus gks.kkjh v/kksxrh let.;kl l{ke vlrhy- ;kizdkjP;k ri’khyokj okrkZadukyk QDr i=dkjp ukgh] 
rj laiknd vkf.k brj ofj”B deZpkÚ;kalkscr nh?kZdkyhu djkjkph xjt vlrs- leFkZu Eg.kts vls dkgh  
T;kyk laikndh; ykach varHkZwr dj.ks vko’;d vlrs dkj.k izR;sd i=dkj] dWesjk okij.kkjh O;Drh] 
mi&laiknd] ist ysvkmV dj.kkjh O;Drh] xzkfQd dykdkj ;kaps mRre okrkZadu ;s.;klkBh ijLijkauk  
lg;ksx dj.ks vko’;d vlrs-

laikndkdMwu leL;soj var%Ø; dj.ks fo’ks”kr% egRokps vlrs dkj.k ex izHkko ofj”B Lrjkiklwu [kkyh 
f>ji.ks ‘kD; gksrs- R;kP;k@frP;k i=dkjkauk dFkkalkBh çsfjr dj.ks gs xq.k R;kP;kr uSlfxZdi.ks ;srkr  
vkf.k R;keqGs [kk=h gksrs dh laiknd tsOgk leL;sP;k xaHkhjrscíy lger gksby] rsOgk mRre okrkZadukph 
[kk=h vlsy-
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8.6	 izlkj ek/;es lkekU;i.ks okrkZafdr 
djrkr v’;k fdukjh vkf.k  
leqnzh dFkk 

8.6.1	 O;kikj dj.;kP;k lanHkkZr fcanwuk tksMr vkgs

;k foHkkxkP;k iwohZP;k Hkkxke/;s T;koj egRo fnys vkgs tls Rlqukeh] çpaM 
pØhoknGs] rsykP;k ?klj.kh] vkarjjk”Vªh; lhek okn v’kk ?kVukoj voyacwu 
okrkZaP;k rqyusr izlkj ek/;es leqnzklacaf/kr dkgh leL;k m’khjk idMr vkgs- 
i;kZoj.kkRed i=dkjhrk ekxP;k n’kdkae/;s xrh idMr vkgs] tkxfrd m”.krk] 
gokeku cny;koj cjkplk izdk’k Vkdyk tkr vkgs vkf.k uSlfxZd mifl)karkr 
dk; fnlrs& lkxjh ik.;kP;k rkiekuke/;s ok<-

rlsp i;kZoj.kh; vkf.k ifjfLFkrhdh fo”k;koj] dkgh izlkj ek/;e x`gkauh leqnzh 
vUukP;k ok<R;k fdaerh dkgh iztkrhauk vkiRrhtud Bjr vkgsr ;koj fcanw 
vkf.k i=dkjkauk tksM.ks lq: dsys vkgs- CNN ojhy O;olk; dk;ZØekr dkgh 
o”kkZaiwohZ R;kaP;k ,dk O;olk; ‘kksoj] tikulkj[;k ns’kkrwu uktwd ‘kkdZP;k 
fQu lqilkBh e/;iwohZ; lkxjkr ‘kkdZP;k fu?k`.k gR;kaoj çdk’k>ksr Vkdyk 
gksrk- tsOgk izlkj ek/;es v’;kizdkjps miØe djrkr] rs fof’k”V iztkrhapk 
Úgkl dsoG vH;kld leqnzh tho’kkL=K fdaok lkxjkoj tx.kkÚ;k dksGîkaukap 
lacaf/kr ukgh rj rs rlsp izR;{ki.ks nwj dksjMîk tkxsr jgk.kkÚ;k leqnzh vUu 
lsou dj.kkÚ;k izR;sdk’kh lacaf/kr vlrs- 

8.6.2	 Hkweh vf/kxzg.kkP;k lanHkkZr la?k”kZ 

dsjG vkf.k fdukjh ‘kgjh dsanzkauk lksMwu] fdukjh ijaijsr fdukÚ;kiklwu nwjP;k 
izns’kkaP;k rqyusr deh yksdla[;k ?kurk vkgs- R;keqGs ikjaikfjdi.ks tfeuh’kh 
laidZ vl.kkjs leqnk; vkf.k v’kkapk] T;kapk fdukj~;k’kh Qkjlk laidZ ukgh vkf.k 
ts tkehu çkIr d: bfPNr vkgsr R;kaP;kr Hkweh vf/kxzg.kklanHkkZr la?k”kZ vkgsr- 
rFkkfi] vkS|ksfxd miØekaps dsaæ Eg.kwu fo’ks”k vkfFkZd {ks=s LFkkfir dj.;kps dsaæ 
ljdkjps ç;Ru v’kk la?k”kkaZlkBh dkj.khHkwr Bjr vkgs- 

8.6	 The coastal and marine 
stories that the media 
usually covers 

8.6.1	 Connecting the dots with reference to trade

Besides the event-based reportage that one has emphasised in the earlier 

parts of this segment such as Tsunami, supercyclones, oil slick, interna-

tional border disputes, the media is of late catching on to certain issues 

pertaining to the sea. With environmental journalism picking up pace in the 

past decade, there has been quite a shift in spotlight onto global warming, 

climate change and what seems the natural corollary – rise in temperature 

of sea waters. 

Also on the subject of environment and ecosystems, a few media houses 

have begun joining the dots and reporters have done pieces on rising 

prices of seafood varieties owing to a threat to some of the species. A busi-

ness programme on CNN did a seamless connection on one of its business 

shows a couple of years ago, on the brutal killing of sharks in the Middle 

Eastern seas owing to the direct demand from countries like Japan for the 

delicacy shark fin soup. When the media does programmes like these, it 

directly drives home the point that the threat of extinction of certain species 

is not just related to the marine biologists who study it or the fisherfolk who 

live off the sea, but is directly related to everyone who consumes seafood  

in faraway drylands as well.

8.6.2	 Conflicts with reference to acquisition of land

With the exception of Kerala and near coastal urban centres, the coast 

traditionally has had lower population density when compared to the hin-

terlands. So conflicts with reference to acquisition of land for development 

between the communities that traditionally had access to the land and the 

others for whom the land was being acquired were not frequent on the 

coasts. However, the Union Government’s efforts are establishing special 

economic zones, as concentrated cluster of industrial activity, led to such 

conflicts. 



The stated purpose of SEZA was to “provide for the establishment, development and management 

of the Special Economic Zones for the promotion of exports and for matters connected therewith or 

incidental thereto.” If this objective was adhered to in the spirit in which it was meant then the estab-

lishment of SEZs may not have had such severe objections as they faced.5

However, when the coastal communities felt that the SEZs were an excuse to parcel land for the private 

sector there were conflicts. To compound this was the fact that the normal democratic institutions, 

such as the panchayats and municipalities, did not have much control within the SEZs, and thus the 

communities felt disenfranchised with regards to the decisions taken. 

Though there have been different instances of resistance against forcible land acquisition for develop-

ment projects in the past, SEZA created a visible national target for coordinating these protests. There 

were local agitations; confrontation between local communities, police and the administration; political 

protests; and questions in the Parliament. The most visible, however, were the protests against the 

chemical-sector SEZ in Nandigram, West Bengal, and the disputes related to the steel-sector SEZ as-

sociated with POSCO India Pvt. Ltd. 

In some of the locations the local protestors could partner with the National Alliance of People’s Move-

ments (NAPM), a coalition of environmental and social organisations, and give a national dimension 

to their protests. Thus the local communities could politically frame their resistance within a national 

perspective.

8.6.3	 Fishworkers conflicts

In India, the other issues that interest the media is of fishworker conflicts, both inter-state and inter-

country like with Pakistan & Sri Lanka, sometimes even inter-districts! Environment does not follow 

political boundaries, but environment journalists usually take political pegs while following environment 

stories. And this is especially so when dealing with coastal and marine environment stories from areas 

that close to two or more national boundaries. 

Thus, media stories from the Rann of Kutch region between India and Pakistan and the Palk Bay 

region between India and Sri Lanka usually have a political peg. Media attention gets diverted to these 

environmentally sensitive areas when there is a story that is caused by fishworker being arrested 

across the border. 

A media capacity needs assessment in the Palk Bay6 showed that the fishermen conflict between India 

and Sri Lanka was the main news peg for journalists to write about coastal and marine biodiversity 

issues. 

Through the fishermen conflict stories, the media has looked at stories on the social and economic 

significance of the ecosystem and the biological diversity of the Palk Bay. It has reported stories on the 

threats to the population of unique species of the region such as the dugong7 and threats to corals due 

to an aquacultured species of sea weed, Kappaphycus alvarezii, turning into an invasive species.8 The 

media reported about the discovery of new coral patches9 and increased smuggling of marine spe-

cies.10

5	 Jenkins, Rob; Kennedy, Loraine; and Mukhopadhyay, Partha (editors). 2014. Power policy and protest: The politics of 
India’s special economic zones. Oxford University Press.

6	 Khera N, et al. Capacity development needs for sustainable management of marine and coastal protected areas in 
India: A cross-sector assessment. Envis Bulletin. 2014;15.

7	 Scott DJW. Dugong under threat in Gulf of Mannar. The Hindu.  8 Oct 2013.
8	 Oppili P. Invasive seaweed destroying coral colonies in Gulf of Mannar. The Hindu.  18 Mar 2011.
9	 Live patch corals discovered in Palk Bay. The Hindu.  5 Sep 2014.
10	 Vashishtha A. Illegal trade of marine species on a sharp rise. Mail Today.  27 Apr 2014.

^vk;krhyk izksRlkgu ns.;klkBh vkf.k R;kP;klkscr tksMysY;k ckchalkBh fdaok R;kyk vuq”kafxd ;kaph LFkkiuk] 
fodkl vkf.k fof’k”V vkfFkZd foHkkxkps O;oLFkkiu iznku dj.ks-^ gk SEZA pk ueqn gsrw gksrk T;k gsrwus ;k 
mfí”Vkaph fufeZrh dj.;kr vkyh vkgs R;kaps çkekf.kdi.ks ikyu >kys] rj SEZs ph LFkkiuk dj.;kr ts rhoz 
fojks/k ;sr vkgsr rs dnkfpr ;s.kkj ukghr-5

rjhgh] tsOgk fdukjh leqnk;kauk okVrs dh SEZs [kktxh foHkklkBh iklZy tehu gksrh rsOgk la?k”kZ gksrs- gh vkorhZ 
dj.;klkBh ,d oLrqfLFkrh gksrh dh lkekU; yksdk’kkgh laLFkk tls iapk;r vkf.k uxjifj”kn ;kaps SEZs e/;s 
tkLr fu;a=.k uOgrs] vkf.k Eg.kwu?ksrysY;k fu.kZ;kaP;k lanHkkZr erkf/kdkjkiklwu oafpr dsys vls leqnk;kauk okVys-

tjh HkqrdkGkr izdYikP;k fodklklkBh tfeuhP;k cGtcjh vf/kxzg.kkfo:) fojks/kkP;k fofo/k ?kVuk ?kMY;k 
vlY;k] rjh SEZA us ;k ukilarhpk leUo; dj.;klkBh ln`”; jk”Vªh; /;s; fuekZ.k dsys- rsFks LFkkfud 
vkanksyus] LFkkfud leqnk;] iksfyl vkf.k iz’kkluke/;s ‘k=qRo] jktfd; fu”ks/k vkf.k lalnse/khy iz’u gksrs- lokZr 
n`”;] rjhgh] uafnxzke] if’pe caxkye/;s SEZ jklk;fud&foHkkxfo:) fu”ks/k vkf.k LVhy foHkkx SEZ ps 
POSCO bafM;k izk- fy- ps LVhy foHkkxk’kh lacaf/kr okn gksrs-

dkgh fBdk.kh LFkkfud fojks/kd uW’kuy vyk;al vkWQ fiiYl eqOgesaV~l (NAPM) lkscr Hkkxhnkj gksÅ ‘kdys] 
i;kZoj.kh; vkf.k lkekftd laLFksph ;qrh] vkf.k R;kaP;k fu”ks/kkyk jk”Vªh; egRo fnys- v’;kizdkjs LFkkfud 
leqnk; vkiyk fojks/k jktdh; n`f”Vdksukrwu O;ä d: ‘kdyk-

8.6.3	 dksGîkaps la?k”kZ 

Hkkjrkr] izlkj ek/;ekalkBh LokjL; vlysY;k brj leL;k vkgsr dksGîkaps la?k”kZ] ikfdLrku vkf.k Jhyadslkscr 
nksUgh vkarjns’kh; vkf.k vkarjjk”Vªh;] dkgh osGsyk vkarj ftYgslq)k! i;kZoj.k jktdh; lhek  
ikGr ukgh] i.k i;kZoj.kh; i=dkj lkekU;r% jktdh; i;kZoj.kh; dFkk vuqlj.k djrkauk jktdh; dkj.k 
?ksrkr] vkf.k gs fo’ks”kr% nksu fdaok vf/kd jk”Vªh; lhekaP;k toG vlysY;k {ks=kadMhy fdukjh vkf.k leqnzh 
i;kZoj.kh; dFkkauk gkrkGrkauk vlrs-

Eg.kwu] izlkj ek/;es Hkkjr vkf.k ikfdLrku e/khy dPNps j.k vkf.k Hkkjr vkf.k Jhyadse/khy ikYd cs izkarkyk 
lglk jktdh; oG.k nsr vlrkr- ;k i;kZoj.kh; laosnu’khy {ks=ke/;s tsOgk lhesoj dksGîkauk vVd  
dj.;keqGs dFkk fuekZ.k gksrkr rsOgk izlkj ek/;ekaps y{k frdMs oGrs-

izlkj ek/;ekaP;k {kersyk vlysyh ikYd cs6  e/;s ewY;kadukph xjt] n’kZfors dh Hkkjr vkf.k Jhyadsrhy  
dksGh la?k”kZ i=dkjkalkBh fdukjh vkf.k leqnzh tSofofo/krk leL;kacíy fyfg.;klkBh eq[; ckrehps dkj.k vkgs-

dksGîkaP;k la?k”kZ dFkkae/kwu] izlkj ek/;es ikYd csps ifjfLFkrhdh vkf.k tho’kkL=h; oSfo/;kps lkekftd vkf.k 
vkfFkZd egRo Eg.kwu ikfgys vkgs—R;kus MqxkWax7  lkj[;k {ks=kaP;k nqfeZG iztkrhP;k yksdla[;sojhy tks[khekaoj 
vkf.k leqæh r.k] dIikfQdl vYoj>h ,d vkØed çtkrh Eg.kwu mn~Hkor vlY;keqGs çokGhauk gks.kkj~;k  
/kksD;kacíy dFkk uksanoY;k-8 izlkj ek/;ekus uohu dksjy iWpslP;k9 ‘kks/kkoj vkf.k leqnzh iztkrhP;k ok<R;k 
rLdjhoj vgoky fnyk10

5	 tsufdUl] j‚c; dsusMh] yksjSu; vkf.k eq[kksik/;k;] ikFkZ ¼laiknd½- 2014- i‚oj i‚fylh v¡M çksVsLV: n i‚fyfVDl v‚Q bafM;kt 
Lis’ky bd‚u‚fed >ksUl] v‚DlQMZ ;qfuOgflZVh çsl-

6	 [ksjk ,u] vkf.k vU;- Hkkjrkrhy leqæh vkf.k fdukjh lajf{kr {ks=kaP;k ‘kk’or O;oLFkkiuklkBh {kerk fodklkP;k xjtk- ,Uohl  
cqysVhu] 2014( 15-

7	 Ld‚V MhtsMCY;w- eUukjP;k vk[kkrke/;s tks[kekr Mwxk¡x] n fganw] 8 v‚DVkscj 2013-
8	 vksfIiyh ih- eUukjP;k vk[kkrke/;s çokGkP;k olkgrh m/oLr dj.kkjs vkØed r.k] n fganw] 18 ekpZ 2011-
9	 ikYd milkxjkr ltho iWp çokG vk<Gys] n fganw] 5 lIVsacj 2014-
10	 of’k”V ,] leqæh çtkrhaP;k voS/k O;kikjkr rh{.k o`)h] esy VqMs] 27 ,fçy 2014-
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dPNps j.k leL;kalkBh i;kZoj.kh; vk/kkj vkgs-11 ikYd csP;k la?k”kkZizek.ksp dPNP;k j.ke/khy dksGÓkaps la?k”kZ 
eRL;ks|ksx vkf.k leqnzh L=ksrkrhy mrjR;k dys’kh lacaf/kr vkgs- [kwi tkLr yksd [kwi tkLr eklsekjh djrkr 
T;kP;k ifj.kkeh lk/kulkexzh ladV fuekZ.k gksrs- ok<rh yksdla[;k] ;kaf=d eklsekjh vkf.k tythoukusgh ;kyk 
;ksxnku fnys vkgs- [kkjQqVhpk fo/oal] ik.;kpk [kkjVi.kk vkf.k rkiekukr cnykps vk.k[kh foijhr ifj.kke 
tksMys tkrkr-

dkgh osGh fofHkUu ftYgÓkrhy dksGÓkae/kys la?k”kkZaph ckreh r;kj gksrs- tls dukZVdP;k fLFkrhe/;s tsFks nf{k.k 
dUuM ftYgk vkf.k eaxyksjps fo’ks”kd:u R;kaP;k cktqP;k mRrj dUuM ftYgÓk’kh HkkaM.ka >kyh vkgsr- ;k 
erHksnkph dkj.ks çkIr dj.;kuqlkj R;kapk vkfFkZd Lrj] uO;k eklsekjh i)rhiklwu feG.kkjh laiÙkh vkf.k rlsp 
çkarh; ckch vkgsr-

8.6.4	 CRZ la?k”kZ 

ekxP;k dkgh o”kkZae/;s brj eksBÓk dFkk lkxjh /kwiseqGs fdukjiêÓk ukfg’;k gks.;k’kh vkf.k fdukjh i;ZVukoj 
izR;{k izHkkok’kh lacaf/kr vkgsr( ljdkjps CRZ ph lrr /kksj.ks] fdukjh fu;ked foHkkx] ts dksGh leqnk;kauk 
iq<s foLFkkihr djr m|ksxkoj vk.k[kh midkj djrs ;klokZa’kh lacaf/kr vkgsr-

nwjn’kZu fdaok Nkihy ;kiSdh dks.krsgh vlks] i;kZoj.kh; izdYi tjh izlkj ek/;ekaph lokZr uSlfxZd fuoM vkgs- 
izdYikfo:) Hkwfedk ?ksrysY;k iq:”k vkf.k L=h;kaP;k n`”;kabrds izlkj ek/;ekauk vU; dks.kR;kgh ckchr LokjL; 
vlY;kps fnlr ukgh- ckf/kr yksdkaP;k dkj.kklkBh gDdkP;k cktwus mHks jkg.;kO;frfjä] ;keqGs dsoG ,d ‘kkar 
cksy.kkj~;k lkxjkis{kk vf/kd etcqrhlkBh vkanksyd yksdkaph enr djrs-

8.6.5	 fdukjh i;ZVu

leqnzkcíy dkghrjh vkgs ts vkd”kZd vkgs] njkjk fuekZ.k djrs ex rqEgh fdrhgh osGsyk R;kdMs igk- vkf.k  
ts leqnz fdukÚ;kiklwu [kwi nwj jgkrkr] R;kaP;klkBh rj leqnz pqacd vlrks-

gk ,d vlk ekSt] xqfir vkf.k lkglkps ,df=r ?kVd vkgs tks fdukjh i;ZVukP;k QydkvarxZr lTt vkgs- 
fdukÚ;kP;k izdkj vkf.k fufeZrhP;k izdkjoj voyacwu] fdukjh foHkkxkryh fBdk.ks lkglh [ksG foHkkx fdaok  
/kkfeZd vkf.k lkaLd`frd dsanz ;ke/;s fodflr dsyh tkrkr-

i;ZVukoj vusd dFkk vkgsr] rlsp vusd L=ksr la?k”kZ vkgsr ts i;ZVu izlkj ek/;ekae/;s fuekZ.k djrs-

dukZVdus R;kP;k fdukjh ftY;k orqZGkyk i;ZVu foHkkx Eg.kwu fodflr d:u eukjatd mnkgj.k iq<s Bsoys 
vkgs- nf{k.k dUuM fdukjiêhoj loZ=] vusd tqus izfl) nsoGs HkO; leqnzh ik’oZHkwehoj mHks vkgsr- R;kiSdh ,d 
txkrhy lokZsPp f’ko fLFkrh ekuys tkrs vkf.k i;ZVd R;kyk igk.;klkBh ?kksGdk djrkr] ts ygku xkokyk 
eglwy vkf.k le`)h nsr vkgs- iwohZ; fdukjiêhoj] vksMh’kkps izfl) eanhj vlysys dksukdZ xko vkgs tsFks 
leqnz fdukÚ;kps txizfl) nsÅG vkgs- fizLVkbZu ika<js fdukjs u;ujE; vkgsr] R;kaP;kr lokZr lqanj fdukjs@
[ksGkalkBh fBdk.ks vkf.k jkT;kP;k [kftU;klkBh Hkjiwj eglwygh feGowu nsÅ ‘kd.;kph {kerk vkgs-

11	 xqIr lh] ‘kekZ ,e- CyMZ c‚MZlZ% Hkkjr vkf.k ikfdLrku njE;kupk fdukjh la?k”kZ- bd‚u‚fed vkf.k i‚fyVhdy fodyh- 3 tqyS 2004

There is an environmental basis for the Rann of Kutch issue.11 Like in the conflict in the Palk Bay, the 

fishermen conflict in the Rann of Kutch is related to a decline in fisheries and marine resources. Too 

many people fishing too much has resulted in the resource crisis. Growing level of pollution, mecha-

nised fishing and aquaculture have also contributed to this. Destruction of mangroves, changes in 

salinity and water temperature have further added adverse impact. 

Sometimes the conflict between fishermen of different districts makes news. As in the case of Karna-

taka where fishermen of Dakshina Kannada district and Mangalore in particular have often clashed 

with those from the neighbouring Uttara Kannada district. The factors causing this vary from difference 

in their economic strata by access to and wealth from newer fishing methods, as also territorial issues. 

8.6.4	 CRZ conflicts

The other big stories in the past few years have been related to vanishing coastlines due to sea erosion 

and the direct effect on coastal tourism; the government’ s contentious policies of CRZ, the Coastal 

Regulatory Zone, that seemingly favours industry while further displacing fishermen communities.

Environmental projects though are the most natural choice of media, whether television or print. 

Nothing seems to arouse the interest of the media as much as visuals of men and women who have 

taken a stance against the project. Besides rightfully taking up the cause of those affected, it helps that 

protesting people make for stronger visuals than just a calm unspeaking sea!

8.6.5	 Coastal tourism

There is something about the sea that is compelling, awe-inspiring no matter how many times you look 

at it. And for those who live far away from its shores, the sea can be a magnet.

It is this combined element of fun, mystery and adventure that can be harnessed under the banner of 

coastal tourism. Depending on the location of the beaches and the nature of their formation, the places 

in the shore area can be developed into adventure sport zones or religious and cultural centres. 

There are many stories on tourism, and also on the resource conflicts that tourism generates in the 

media. 

Karnataka has set an interesting example by developing its coastal district circuit as tourist zones.  All 

along the Dakshina Kannada coast, many old renowned temples stand in the backdrop of the majestic 

sea. One of them is considered the world’s tallest Shiva statue and tourists flock to see this, adding 

to the revenue and prosperity of the small town.  On the east coast,  Odisha’s famous temple town 

of Konark which has the world-renowned temple is by the sea-side. Pristine white beaches that are 

a delight to watch have the potential to be a great beach/sports destination and earn much required 

revenue for the State’s coffers.
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11	 Gupta C, Sharma M. Blurred borders: Coastal conflicts between India and Pakistan. Economic and Political Weekly.  
3 Jul 2004.





8.7	 fdukjh leL;kadMs izlkj ek/;ekaps  
y{k dls os/kkos\ 

1991iklwu] tsOgk vkfFkZd lq/kkj.kkaph lq:okr >kyh] rsOgk izlkj ek/;ekaP;k 
ckrE;kae/;s ys[kukpk eq[; fo”k; gksrk ns’kkrhy vkfFkZd fodkl- Eg.kwu izlkj 
ek/;ekyk fdukjh vkf.k leqnzh lao/kZukps egRo izLrqr dj.;klkBh] lao/kZuke/;s 
ldkjkRed vkfFkZd izHkko vkgsr ;koj tksj ns.ks vko’;d vkgs-

gs izlkj ek/;ekyk ‘kk’orrsP;k dYiusph vksG[k d:u ns.;kl enr djsy- gs lao/kZu 
nsÅ djr vlysY;k ifjfLFkrhdh lsokaP;k egRoklg ;kyk HkDde dsys tkÅ ‘kdrs-

tj lanHkkZf’kok; izLrqr dsys rj tkghji.ks ;k rhu ladYiukapk izlkj ek/;ekaoj izHkko 
iM.kkj ukgh- rs tsOgk izlkj ek/;es leL;syk okrkZadu djr vlrhy rsOgk lq: dsys 
tkÅ ‘kdrs- mnkgj.kkFkZ] tj ikYd csP;k vkarjjk”Vªh; lhesiyhdMs lkxjh dkdMh 
pksjhoj oU;foHkkxkP;k rLdjh oy; rksM.;koj okrkZadu vlsy] rsOgk R;k vk[kkrkP;k 
ifjfLFkrhdhrhy thoukr R;k çk.;kP;k Hkqfedsfo”k;h] R;kP;k ifjfLFkrhdh lsokafo”k;h vkf.k 
R;kyk ‘kk’ori.ks lkaHkkG.;kP;k ekxkaZfo”k;h cksy.;kph rh osG vlrs- tsOgk vR;ar fdukjs 
cstckcnkj fdukjh i;ZVukeqGs foLFkkihr gks.;kP;k dFkk izlkj ek/;ekr vlrhy] rsOgk 
‘kk’orrsph ladYiuk vkf.k ikj ikM.;kph {kerkgh lq: dsyh tkÅ ‘kdrs-

8.7.1	 ‘kk’orrsph ladYiuk 

tsOgk fdukÚ;klkscr fodkl vlrks] usgeh fopkjys tk.kkjs iz’u vlrkr% Qkj tkLr 
Eg.kts fdrh] fodkl dsOgk Fkkacokok] vkf.k dsOgki;Zar fodkl ‘kk’or vlrks\

‘kk’orrsyk rhu O;kid n`f”Vdksue/;s lekos’k vkgs vkfFkZd] ifjfLFkrhd vkf.k 
lkekftd&lkaLÑfrd vls EgVys tkrs-12 ‘kk’orrsyk vkfFkZd n`f”Vdksu feGdrhP;k 
v’kk dekyhP;k izokgkyk /;s; Bsorks tks ekyeRrspk lkBk jk[krkauk fuekZ.k dsyk 
tkrks- ‘kk’orrsyk ifjfLFkrhd n`f”Vdksu tho’kkL=h; vkf.k HkkSrhd iz.kkyhph fLFkrjrk 
‘kks/krks- ;sFks uSlfxZd iz.kkyh vkf.k mi&iz.kkyh] cnyk’kh tqGowu ?ks.;klkBh ekuo 
fufeZr ‘kgjklkj[;k i;kZoj.kklghr lokZaph yofpdrk vkf.k xfrd {kerk tksikl.ks 
;koj Hkj vkgs- ‘kk’orrsrhy lkekftd&lkaLÑfrd n`f”Vdksu lkekftd vkf.k

12	 ewufla?ks ,e- 1993- i;kZoj.kh; vFkZ’kkL= vkf.k ‘kk’or fodkl] oYMZ c¡d ifCyds’kUl

8.7	 How to get media attention 
on coastal issues? 

Since 1991, when economic reforms were initiated, the main theme of media 

reporting has been economic development in the country. Thus, to present the 

importance of coastal and marine conservation to the media, there is a need 

to emphasize that conservation has positive economic impacts. 

It would help to introduce the concept of sustainability to the media. This can 

be strengthened with the importance of ecosystem services that conservation 

can provide.

Obviously these concepts will not have an impact with the media if presented 

without a context. They can be introduced when the media is covering an 

event or an issue. For instance, if there is newspaper coverage on the forest 

department breaking a smuggling ring that has been stealing sea cucumber 

across the international border in Palk Bay, that is the time to talk about what 

role the animal plays in the web of life in the bay ecosystem, its ecosystem 

services, and what is the threshold to which it can be harvested sustainably. 

The concepts of sustainability and carrying capacity can also be introduced 

when there are media stories of virginal beaches getting destroyed due to ir-

responsible coastal tourism. 

8.7.1	 The concept of sustainability 

When there are developments along the coast, the questions that are often 

asked are: how much is too much, when should development stop, and till 

when is it sustainable to develop?

The three broad approaches to sustainability are said to include the economic, 

the ecological and socio-cultural.12 The economic approach to sustainability 

aims at the maximum flow of income that can be generated while maintaining 

the stock of assets. The ecological approach to sustainability seeks stabil-

ity of biological and physical systems. The emphasis here is to preserve the 

resilience and dynamic ability of natural systems and sub-systems, including 

man-made environments like cities, to adapt to change. The socio-cultural 

12	 Munasinghe M. 1993. Environmental economics and sustainable development. World Bank 
publications.



approach to sustainability focuses on maintaining the stability of social and cultural systems and the 

reduction of conflict. The concepts of inter- and intra-generational equity are critical to this approach.

What does this mean for the coasts? Development should not cross the boundary where it depletes the 

natural assets beyond the point of their regenerative capacity, it destroys the balance between the life 

forms and the habitats, and leaves no resources for the deprived in this generation and those of future 

generations.

The Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) defines sustainable use of biodiversity thus.13 “Sustain-

able use” means the use of components of biological diversity in a way and at a rate that does not lead 

to the long-term decline of biological diversity, thereby maintaining its potential to meet the needs and 

aspirations of present and future generations.

8.7.2	 Ecosystem Services: provisioning, regulating, supporting and cultural ecosystem 
services

The Millennium Ecosystem Assessment of 200514 (MEA) defines Ecosystem services as the benefits 

people obtain from ecosystems. They illustrate the link between interactions of species with each other 

and physical environment, as well as the usefulness of these functions for the well-being of people, in 

terms of wealth, nutrition and security. Ecosystems provide a variety of benefits to people, including 

provisioning, regulating, cultural, and supporting services. 

The report defines ecosystems as a dynamic complex of plant, animal and microorganism communi-

ties and their non-living environment interacting as a functional unit. Biodiversity is the foundation of 

resilient ecosystems supporting vast array of ‘functions’. Genetic, species (animal and plant) and habi-

tat diversity have important roles to play in the ecosystem functioning, such as enabling the develop-

ment or natural evolution of breeds and races that thrive under a variety of environmental conditions; 

provision of food, building materials, energy and medicines; and functions such as pollination, waste 

assimilation, water filtration and distribution of seeds and nutrients. Changes in biodiversity can influ-

ence all these functions (e.g. pollination, nutrient cycling) and products arising out of these (e.g. food, 

medicinal plants). While the variety of life and diversity of living species has an intrinsic value indepen-

dent of any human concern, here, we will discuss the value in relation to human beings i.e. ecosystem 

services, a concept which is the principal framework for expressing the “usefulness” of biodiversity. 

The concept of Ecosystem Services is becoming popular as a way to encourage discussion about the 

dependence of people on nature and what this means both socially and economically. 

lkaLÑfrd iz.kkyhph fLFkjrk jk[k.;koj vkf.k la?k”kZ ?kVo.;koj dsanzhr djrs- fi<îkarxZr lekurk ;k ladYiuk 
;k n`f”VdksuklkBh egÙokP;k vkgsr.

fdukÚ;klkBh ;kps dk; egRo vkgs\ fodklkus lhesyk vksykaMw u;s tsFks rs R;kaP;k iqu:Riknd {kersP;k fcanwP;k 
ifydMs uSlfxZd ekyeRrsyk fjDr djr vlsy] R;k thou izdkj vkf.k R;kaP;k oLrhLFkkuknjE;kupk lerksy 
u”V djrs vkf.k vkf.k ;k fi<hlkBh vkf.k Hkfo”;krhy fi<îkalkBh lk/kulkexzhauk fgjkowu ?ksrysys ulkos-

tho’kkL=h; oSfo/;koj vf/kos’ku tSofofo/krspk (CBD) ‘kk’or mi;ksx Li”V djrs R;keqGs-13 ^’kk’or okij^  
Eg.kts tho’kkL=h; oSfo/;kP;k ?kVdkapk v’kk ekxkZus vkf.k v’;k njkoj mi;ksx tks nh?kZdkyhu tho’kkL=h; 
oSfo/;kP;k ?kVhdMs tkr ukgh] R;keqGs orZeku vkf.k Hkfo”;krhy fi<îkaP;k egRokdka{kk vkf.k xjtk iw.kZ 
dj.;klkBh enr feGsy-

8.7.2	 ifjfLFkrhdh lsok% iqjoBk] fu;eu] vk/kkjHkwr vkf.k lkaLÑfrd 
ifjfLFkrhdh lsok  

2005 ps n fefyfu;e bdksflLVe vlslesaV14  (MEA) ifjfLFkrhdhadMwu yksdkauk feGkysys ykHk Eg.kwu 
ifjfLFkrhdh lsokauk Li”V djrs- rs iztkrhaP;k ijLij fØ;k vkf.k HkkSfrd i;kZoj.kkP;k vkf.k rlsp ;k dk;kZaps 
yksdkaP;k dY;k.kklkBh laiRrh] iks”kd rRos vkf.k lqj{ksP;k n`f”Vus mi;ksx njE;kuP;k laca/kkauk Li”V djrkr- 
ifjfLFkrhdh yksdkauk iqjoBk] fu;eu] laLÑrh vkf.k vk/kkjHkwr lsokaps fofo/k ykHk iznku djrs- 

vgoky ouLirh] izk.kh vkf.k lq{etho leqnk; vkf.k R;kaps dk;Zdkjh ,dd Eg.kwu fuftZo i;kZoj.k ijLij 
laokn ;kapk xrhd la;ksx Eg.kwu ifjfLFkrhdhyk Li”V djrks- tSofofo/krk yofpd ifjfLFkrhdhpk ik;k 
vkgs tks ^dk;kZaP;k^ fo’kky jpusyk vk/kkj nsrks- vuqoaf’kd] iztkrh ¼izk.kh vkf.k ouLirh½ vkf.k oLrhLFkkus 
oSfo/;kph ifjfLFkrhdh dk;kZae/;s ikj ikM.;kph egRokph Hkwfedk vkgs] tls dh tkrhP;k fodkl fdaok uSlfxZd 
ewY;kadukyk vkf.k i;kZoj.kh; fLFkrhae/;s] ikslY;k tk.kkjs oa’k l{ke dj.ks( vUu iqjoBk] bekjrhph lkeqxzh]  
mtkZ] vkf.k vkS”k/kh ;kaph rjrwn( vkf.k dk;Z tls ijkxflapu] dpjk ,d= dj.ks] ik.kh xkG.ks vkf.k fc;k 
vkf.k iks”kd rRokaps forj.k- tSofofo/krsrhy cny ;k loZ dk;kZaoj izHkko Vkdrs ¼mnk- ijkxflapu] iks”kdrRos 
lk;fDyax½ vkf.k ;kiklwu gks.kkjh mRiknus ¼mnk- vUu] vkS”k/kh;qDr ouLirh½- tsOgk thoukph fofo/krk vkf.k 
thoar iztkrhP;k oSfo/;kyk egRokph ewY; vkgsr] dks.kR;kgh ekuoh laca/kkis{kk Lora=] ;sFks vki.k ekuokP;k  
laca/kkr ewY;kaph ppkZ d: Eg.ktsp ifjfLFkrhdh lsok] ,d v’kh ladYiuk vkgs th tSofofo/krsP;k ^mi;ksx^ph 
eq[; pkSdV vkgs- ifjfLFkrhdh lsosph ladYiuk izfl) gksr vkgs] dkj.k gk ,d ekxZ vkgs yksdkaP;k  
fulxkZfo”k;h voyacRokph ppkZ dj.;kl çksRlkfgr dj.;kpk ts lkekftd vkf.k vkfFkZd nksUgh n`”Vhus vkgs-

13	 http://www.cbd.int/convention/articles.shtml?a=cbd-02

14	 feysfu;e bdksflfLVe vlslesaV] 2005- bdksflfLVEl v¡M áqeu osy&chbax% flaFksfll- vk;y¡M çsl] o‚f’kaXVu] Mhlh-
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13	 http://www.cbd.int/convention/articles.shtml?a=cbd-02
14	 Millennium Ecosystem Assessment, 2005. Ecosystems and Human Well-being: Synthesis.
	 Island Press, Washington, DC.



8.8	 izlkj ek/;ekaP;k laca/kh uhfr  
laizs”k.k 

izHkkoh izlkj ek/;e laca/kklkBh ;ksX; i=dkjklkscr dk;ZØe gks.;kiwohZ fdaok 
leL;k mHkh jgk.;kiwohZ laidkZps iwy cka/k.ks vko’;d vkgs- fo’oklkps ukrs lokZr 
vk/kh fuekZ.k dj.ks vko’;d vkgs] ts dk;ZØe gksrkauk fdaok leL;k fuekZ.k >kyh 
rsOgk mi;ksxkr vk.kys tkÅ ‘kdrs- MPA lkBh izlkj ek/;e laca/k uhfr laizs”k.k  
/kksj.kkpk Hkkx vlkok-  

/kksj.kkRed laidkZe/;s ;ksX; lans’k ;ksX; yksdkauk ;ksX; ek/;ek}kjs ;ksX; osGsyk 
ns.;kpk lekos’k vkgs-

8.8.1	 pkj rRos:

/kksj.kkRed laidkZlkBh gh pkj rRos vkgsr:15

1.	 izlkj ek/;ekyk dk; gos vkgs gs let.ks- vkeP;kdMs gh ekfgrh vkgs 
brds Eg.k.ks iqjsls ukgh] rj rh izlkj ek/;ekyk nsÅ ;k- gh ekfgrh izlkj 
ek/;ekyk dk; gos vkgs gs let.;klkBh iz;Rukr vkf.k R;kauk ns.;kr enr 
djsy- Eg.kwu] tj ikYd cse/;s rsykeqGs fuljMs >kys vlsy] vkf.k vpkudp 
izlkj ek/;ekyk ikYd csP;k ifjfLFkrhdhoj fygk;ps vlsy] rj MPA 
O;oLFkkid ifjfLFkrhdhP;k fof’k”Vrscíy Li”V dj.;klkBh la/khph f[kMdh 
okij.;kP;k vkf.k tru dj.;kP;k fLFkrhr vlkosr. 

2.	 HkkxkaP;k csjtsis{kk laiw.kZ eksBs vlrs- izlkj ek/;e laca/kkae/;s dks.kR;kgh 
fnysY;k osGh eksBs fp= let.ks dBh.k vlrs- ifjfLFkrh cnyrs] izlax vkf.k 
leL;k ;sÅ ‘kdrkr- gh rh osG vlrs tsOgk fodkl gksrks vkf.k vki.k 
iwohZiklwu cka/kysY;k vkf.k tkxsoj VkdysY;k izlkj ek/;e laca/kkaP;k iwykps 
egRo letrs- tj vki.k i=dkjkpk iwohZiklwu fo’okl laiknu dsyk vlsy] 
rs vkiY;k ‘kCnkoj leL;se/;sgh fo’okl djrhy- Eg.kwu vki.k i=dkjklkscr 
iwy cka/k.;klkBh dsysyk izR;sd ygku iz;Rukph vko’;drsP;k osGsyk  
dsysY;k xqaro.kwdhis{kk eksBh ijrQsM feGrs- /kksj.kkRed laidkZpk Hkkx Eg.kwu 
izlkj ek/;ekpk laiw.kZ izHkko vki.k gs iwy cka/k.;klkBh xqaroys vlrs R;kP;k 
loZ HkkxkP;k csjtsis{kk tkLr vkgs- 

	 mnkgj.kkFkZ] tj ikYd cse/;s MPA O;oLFkkidkus iwohZ i=dkj eUukjP;k vk[kkr 

15	 okfj;j] ,l- xksiky—”.k- ehfM;k fjys’kUl % fçfUliy rqyl] esFkM~l v¡M ,fFkDl

8.8	 Strategic communication 
for media relations

For effective media relations there is a need to build communication 

bridges with appropriate journalists before an event happens or an issue 

arises. A relationship of trust has to be built beforehand, which can be 

tapped into when an event happens or a crisis develops. Media relations 

have to be a part of strategic communication policy for the MPA.

Strategic communication involves communicating the right message to the 

right people through the right medium at the appropriate time.

8.8.1	 Four principles:

There are four principles to strategic communication:15

1.	 Understand what the media needs. It is not enough to say that we have 

this information, let us give it to the media. This information is unlikely 

to be used by the media. Instead, it helps to make an effort to under-

stand what the media needs and provide it to them. Thus, if there is 

an oil slick in Palk Bay and suddenly the media has the need to write 

about the ecosystem of the bay, the MPA managers should be in a 

position to use this window of opportunity to articulate the uniqueness 

of the ecosystem and the need to conserve it. 

2.	 The whole is more than the sum of the parts. In media relations it is 

difficult to understand the larger picture at any given point of time. 

Situations change, events and crises can happen. It is when these 

developments take place that we realise the importance of media 

relations bridges that we have built and laid in place beforehand. If 

we have built trust beforehand with the journalists, they will trust our 

words even during a crisis. So every small bit of effort we have made 

to build bridges with journalists has a higher payback than what was 

invested in times of need. The whole impact of media relations as 

part of strategic communication is more than the sum of the parts we 

would have invested in building these bridges. 

	 For instance, if the MPA managers at Palk Bay had taken the journal

15	 Warrier, S. Gopikrishna. Media relations: Principal tools, methods and ethics.



	 ists to one of the Gulf of Mannar islands earlier, it would help the journalists to write about the 

impact of sea level rise due to climate change, or the impact of high tidal waves during a cyclone 

or tsunami. As a result, it would be easier for the journalists to appreciate that a wave that is one 

metre higher than usual can cause damage to the islands, and it is difficult for the managers to 

prevent this damage. This can avoid the kind of stories that come routinely after such events that 

state the damage has happened because of the MPA managers’ neglect.

3.	 Traffic flows on bridges unexpectedly. MPA managers should never avoid any situation that can 

help them build trusted communication bridges with journalists. Only when these bridges are built 

beforehand does the journalist know that manager X is a trustworthy source of information. This 

will ensure that whenever the journalist has to follow a story that is related to the manager’s work, 

the journalist would get in touch with the manager. The communication bridges cannot be built at 

the time of an event or a crisis. It is better to build them earlier, and suddenly when there is need, 

traffic will flow on the bridge unexpectedly. Many journalists following environmental stories for the 

national and international media often take their story leads from local stories. So if we have built 

our bridges with the local journalists, we may even receive that unexpected call from National Geo-

graphic wanting to write about our MPA. 

4.	 Strategic communication is a process and not a product. If we do the process right, we can ex-
pect the result to be positive. In media relations it is not always possible to see an immediate link 

between cause and effect. Thus, every time we talk to a journalist, we many not see a story. But 

every time we talk we talk with a journalist and invest in the process of communication, we can 

expect the product (the coverage whenever that happens) to be positive.

	 csVkaiSdh ,dkes/;s usysys vlsy] rj i=dkjkyk gokeku cnykeqGs leqnzh ikrGhP;k ok<hP;k izHkkokoj]  
fdaok pØhoknG fdaok RlqukehP;k njE;ku mPp HkjrhP;k ykVkapk ifj.kke fyfg.;kl enr djsy- ifj.kkeh]  
i=dkjkyk usgehis{kk ,d ehVj map ykV csVkyk uqdlku iksgksapow ‘kdrs] vkf.k MPA O;oLFkkidkyk ;k 
uqdlkukyk jks[k.ks vo?kM vkgs gs let.ks lksis tkbZy- ;keqGs MPA O;oLFkkidkP;k fu”dkGthi.kkeqGs 
uqdlkukph fLFkrh fuekZ.k >kyh v’;k r;kj gks.kkÚ;k dFkkaiklwu v’;k izlaxh okpo.;kl enr djsy.

3.	 iwykoj vuisf{kri.ks okgrwd ok<- MPA O;oLFkkidkus i=dkjklkscr fo’oluh; laidkZpk iwy fuekZ.k 
dj.;kph dks.krhgh fLFkrh d/khp VkGw u;s- tsOgk i=dkjkyk gs ekghr vlrs dh veqd O;oLFkkid 
gk fo’okl;ksX; ekfgrhpk L=ksr vkgs rsOgkp gs iwy curkr- gs ;kph [kk=h nsrs dh tsOgkgh i=dkjkyk 
O;oLFkkidkP;k dkek’kh lacaf/kr ,[kk|k dFkspk ikBiqjkok djk;pk vlrks] i=dkj O;oLFkkidk’kh laidZ 
djsy- izlaxkP;k osGh fdaok leL;sP;kosGh laidkZpk iwy fuekZ.k djrk ;sr ukgh- rks iwohZp fuekZ.k dj.ks 
mRre vlrs] vkf.k tsOgk vpkud xjt vlrs] ojnG vuisf{kri.ks iwykpk ekxksok ?ksr iq<s ljdrs- jk”Vª 
vkf.k vkarjjk”Vªh; ;klkBh i;kZoj.kkRed dFkkapk ikBiwjkok dj.kkjs vusd i=dkj LFkkfud dFkkae/kwup 
vkysys vlrkr- Eg.kwu tj LFkkfud i=dkjka’kh vkiyk iwy fuekZ.k dsyk rj] vkiY;kyk dnkfpr vkiY;k 
MPA cíy fyfg.;klkBh uW’kuy ftvksxzkfQd dMwu vuisf{kr dkWy ;sÅ ‘kdrks- 

4.	 /kksj.kkRed laidZ mRiknu ukgh rj ,d izfØ;k vkgs- tj vki.k ;ksX; izfØ;k dsyh rj] vki.k 
ldkjkRed ifj.kkekph vis{kk d: ‘kdrks- Iizlkj ek/;ekP;k laca/kke/;s dkj.k vkf.k izHkkokP;k njE;ku 
Rojhr nwok igk.ks usgehp ‘kD; ulrs- Eg.kwu] tsOgkgh vki.k i=dkjk’kh cksyrks] vki.k dnkfpr dFkk ikgw 
‘kd.kkj ukgh- i.k tsOgkgh vki.k i=dkjk’kh cksyrks rj vki.k laidkZP;k izfØ;sr i=dkjk’kh cksyrks vkf.k 
laHkk”k.kkr xqaro.kwd djrks] vki.k mRiknukph ¼tsOgkgh rs ?kMrs rsOgk okrkZadu½ ldkjkRed gks.;kph vis{kk 
d: ‘kdrks-
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8.9 	 izlkj ek/;ekacjkscj layXu 
gks.;klkBh ikjaikfjd vkf.k osGsph 
pkp.kh dsysyh lk/kus

8.9.1 	 o`Rri= izfl/nhi=d fdaok o`Rri= fuosnu 

ys[kh o`Rri= izflf/ni=d fdaok o`Rri= fuossnu gs izlkj ek/;e laca/kkalkBh çkFkfed 
lk/ku vkgs- rs MPA O;oLFkkid] i=dkjkauk ts lkaxw bfPNrkr] rs fyf[kr Lo:ikr 
Li”Vi.ks O;Dr djsy- laoknkae/khy vLi”Vrk o`RRki=kps izflf/ni=d VkGw ‘kdsy-

o`Rri= izflf/ni=d ‘kD;rks nksu ikukais{kk tkLr ulkos- R;ke/;s ,dkis{kk tkLr 
fopkjkaoj y{k dsafnzr dsysys ulkos- nksu fdaok rhu iwjd fopkj vlw ‘kdrkr] i.k 
o`Rri= izflf/ni=dkps y{k ,dk eq[; fopkjkoj dsafnzr vlkos- R;kus i=dkjkaP;k 
Rofjr ç’ukauk mRrjs nîkohr & tls dh R;kus eq[; ifjPNsnkr dks.k] dksBs] dsaOgk] 
dk;] dk vkf.k d/kh ¼5ws vkf.k 1Hs½ ;kaph mRrjs nîkohr-

Ok`Rri= izfl/nhi=dkpk eq[; mís’k i=dkjkauk ,d Li’V vkf.k ljG ckreh 
fyfg.;kl enr Ogkoh gk vlY;kus] o`Rri=kr ,[kk|k ckrehps okrkZadu T;k  
i/nrhus fyfgys tkrs] R;kp i/nrhus rs fyfgys tkos- lxGîkr egRokps ifjPNsn 
lq:okrhl vkf.k deh egRokps ‘ksoVh vlkosr- ;kykp i=dkfjrsP;k cksyhHkk”ksr 
^myVk fijWfeM^ vls EgVys tkrs- 

drZjh iz;ksxkr lk/;k] ljG okD;krwu fyfg.ks] o`Rri= izfl/nhi=dkph  
ifj.kkedkjdrk ok<osy- ikfjHkkf’kd ‘kCn VkGk- mnk- tj rqEgh CBD- CoP fygky] 
rj rs tho’kkL=h; vf/kos’kukP;k i{kkaP;k ifj”knslkBh vkgs gs Li”V djkos- o`RRki= 
izfl/nhi=d feG.kkjs cjspls i=dkj Ik;kZoj.kh; i=dkjhrsr fo’ks”k uSiq.; feGfoysys 
vl.;kph xjt ulY;kus] CBD dk; vkgs ;koj ,d okD; iqjsls vkgs-

o`RRki= izfl/nhi=dkus fdeku ,[kk|k lacaf/kr vf/kdkÚ;kpk mYys[k djkok- vf/kd 
ekfgrhlkBh i=dkj T;kaP;k’kh laidZ lk/kw ‘kdrkr v’kk ,dk vf/kdkÚ;kps uko vkf.k 
laidZ ri’khy R;kr vlkok- gk lapkyd vl.;kph xjt ukgh] i.k rks vf/kdkjh 
T;kl lapkydkauh izlkj ek/;ekalkBh izoDrk Eg.kwu useys vkgs-

 

8.9 	 Conventional and time-
tested tools for engaging 
with the media 

8.9.1 	 Press release or press statement

A written press release or a press statement is the primary tool for media 

relations. It will articulate in black and white what the MPA managers want to 

communicate to the journalists. A press release helps avoids ambiguities in the 

communication.

A press release should preferably not more than two pages. It should focus 

with not more than one main idea. There can be two or three supplementary 

ideas, but the focus of the press release on one main idea. It should answer 

all the immediate questions of the journalists – i.e., it should answer the who, 

where, when what, why and how (5Ws and 1H) in its lead paragraph. 

Since the main purpose of a press release is to help the journalists write a 

clear, straightforward story, it should be written in the same form in which a 

news report is written in a newspaper. The most important paragraphs should 

be the early ones and the less important ones in the end. This is what is known 

as ‘the inverted pyramid’ style of writing in journalistic parlance. 

Writing in simple, straight sentences in an active voice will increase the ef-

fectiveness of the press release. Avoid jargon. For instance, if you say CBD-

CoP, explain that it stands for the conference of parties to the Convention on 

Biological Diversity. One line on what the CBD is will also be helpful, since 

many of the journalists who receive the press release need not be specialising 

in environmental journalism.

The press release should quote at least one official concerned, for instance the 

director of the MPA. It should also have the name and contact details of one 

official whom the journalists can contact for further information. This need not 

be that of the director, but that of the official whom the director has nominated 

to be the spokesperson with the media. 



A press release is also an important tool for giving a focus to a press meeting. If the press release is 

given to the journalists as soon as they come for the press meeting, they know what the meeting would 

focus on. This would help avoiding questions that would otherwise go off at a tangent.

It would help if each MPA creates a distribution list for press releases. This can be a list of fax numbers 

or email addresses of journalists, and the MPA can send a press release when there is a news to report 

to the media. Establishing a distribution system at the MPA headquarters will ensure that the process 

of communicating with journalists continue even after MPA managers get transferred to other postings.

The following graphic illustrates the typical components of a press release. 

8.9.2 Press meeting

This is a meeting where the MPA director or other assigned officials, with or without other senior func-

tionaries, meet the journalists to have an interaction. The interaction can last anywhere between 30 to 

90 minutes, and would help convey one main idea followed by up to three supplementary ideas.

Preparing a press release is essential for keeping the press meeting focused on the issue at hand. If 

you want to give background information, then a separate background note can be prepared. A press 

release and a background note are two different documents that serve different but supportive func-

tions. 

Let us illustrate this with an example. If the MPA managers of the Gulf of Mannar National Park have 

called a press meeting to talk to journalists about the problems caused by the invasive sea weed Kap-
paphycusalvarezii, then the press release should talk about the problem and the solution suggested 

by the MPA managers. The background note can support this press release by giving a history of the 

conservation efforts in the Gulf of Mannar-Palk Bay area and how the National Park and the present 

governance structure came into being. 

A background note need not follow the inverted pyramid style of writing, which is mandatory for a 

press release. But the background note also needs to be written in simple, straight style in active voice. 

Like the press release, a background note is also intended to clarify issues rather than complicate 

them. So avoiding jargon is a must.

A good press meeting follows a 40:60 communication model. The press meeting is begun with a wel-

come and a quick presentation (not PowerPoint) of the issue at hand. This presentation should not 

Ik=dkj lHksr y{k dsafnzr dj.;klkBh o`RRki= izfl/nhi=d gs ,d egRokps lk/ku vkgs- i=dkjkauk vkY;k 
vkY;kp izfl/nhi=d fnY;kl lHkk d’kkoj y{k dsafnzr djsy gs R;kauk letrs- fo”k;karj dj.kkjs ç’u 
VkG.;kl gs enr djsy- 

izR;sd MPA us i=dkj lHkslkBh izfl/nhi=dkph forj.k ;knh r;kj dsY;kl enr gksÃy- gh QWDl Øekadkaph 
;knh fdaok i=dkjkaps Ãesy iRrs vlw ‘kdrkr] vkf.k MPA izlkj ek/;ekauk dGfo.;klkBh ckreh vlY;kl  
izfl/nhi=d ikBow ‘kdrkr- MPA eq[;ky;kr forj.k iz.kkyh LFkkiu d:u MPA O;oLFkkidkaph brj  
fBdk.kh cnyh >kY;kuarjgh i=dkjkacjkscj laidZ izfØ;k pkyw jkg.;kph [kk=h djrk ;sÃy- 

[kkyhy vkys[k o`RRki= izfl/nh i=dkps oSf’k”Vîiw.kZ ?kVd Li”V djrkr-

çfl)h i=d
rkjh[k@osG 
tkjh rkjh[k 

‘kh”kZd
LFkku

ifjPNsn 1@vksG[k 

fo”k;h@ck;ks 

laidZ ri’khy 

5 MCY;wt % gq ¼dks.k½] 
OgkV ¼dk;½] Ogsvj ¼dqBs½] 
Ogk; ¼dk½] Ogsu ¼dsOgk½

 

8.9.2 i=dkj lHkk 

gh v’kh lHkk vkgs ftFks MPA O;oLFkkid fdaok brj fu;qDr vf/kdkjh ofj”B dk;ZdR;kZalg fdaok R;kaP;kf’kok; 
i=dkjkauk ijLij laoknklkBh HksVRkkr- gs ijLij laokn 30 rs 90 fefuVkai;Zar fdrhgh osG pkyw ‘kdrkr vkf.k 
,dk eq[; fopkjkikBksikB rhu iwjd fopkj O;Dr djrk ;srkr-

i=dkj lHkk leL;kaoj dsafnzr Bso.ks lksis tkos ;klkBh izfl/nhi=d r;kj dj.ks vR;ko’;d vkgs- tj rqEgkyk 
ik’oZHkwehlkBh ekfgrh nîk;ph vlsy rj] ,d osxGh ik’oZHkweh Vhi r;kj djrk ;srs- izfl/nhi=d vkf.k 
ik’oZHkweh Vhi gh nksu osxGh dkxni=s vkgsr th osxGs ijarq iwjd dk;Z djrkr-

mnkgj.kklg Li”V d:;k- tj jk”Vªh; m|ku eUukjps vk[kkr ;sFkhy MPA O;oLFkkidkauh ?kql[kksj leqnzh r.k 
dki&ifQdtyojs>hvkeqGs gks.kkÚ;k leL;kacÌy i=dkjka’kh cksy.;klkBh i=dkj lHkk cksykoyh vlsy] rj  
izfl/nhi=dkus leL;k vkf.k MPA O;oLFkkidkauh lqpoysys mik; ;kcíy cksyys ikghts- eUUkkjps 
vk[kkr&ikdpk milkxj ifjlj ;sFkhy lao/kZu iz;Rukapk bfrgkl vkf.k l/;kph ‘kkldh; lajpuk d’kh 
vfLRkRokr vkyh gs lkaxwu ik’oZHkweh Vhi ;k izfl/nhi=dkl vk/kkj nsÅ ‘kdrkr- 

Ikk’oZHkweh Vhius izfl/nhi=dklkBh vfuok;Z vlysY;k myVk fijWfeM ys[ku ‘kSyhps vuqlj.k dj.;kph  
xjt ukgh- ijarq ik’oZHkweh Vhi drZjh iz;ksxkr]lk/;k] ljG ‘kSyhr fyfg.;kphgh xjt vkgs- izfl/nh 
i=dkizek.ks ik’oZHkweh Vhispk mÌs’kgh Xkq arkxqar u djrk leL;k Li”V dj.ks gk vkgs- Eg.kwu ikfjHkkf”kd  
‘kCn VkG.ks vko’;d vkgs-

,d pkaxyh i+=dkj lHkk 40%60 v’kk laidZ ueqU;kps vuqlj.k djrs- i=dkj lHksph lq:okr Lokxr vkf.k 
uthdP;k leL;kaP;k tyn lknjhdj.kkus ¼ikWoj ikWÃaV ukgh½ gksrs- ;k lknjhdj.kkus i=dkj lHkslkBh usewu
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fnysY;k osGsP;k 40% is{kk tkLr osG ?ksÅ u;s- jkfgysys 60% i=dkjkaP;k iz’ukalkBh vkf.k uarj ;s.kkÚ;k iwjd 
Li”Vhdj.kklkBh eksdGs Bsoys ikghtsr- v’kk izdkjs] i=dkj lHkk ,d rklklkBh fu/kkZfjr dsyh vlsy] rj 
iz’uksRrjkalkBh 40 fefuVs cktwyk Bsowu izkjafHkd lknjhdj.k 20 fefuVkr laiys ikfgts-

Ckgqfo/k lans’kkaeqGs i=dkj lHkk xqarkxqarhph gksÅ u;s- Eg.kwu izkjafHkd lknjhdj.kkP;k VII;kr uthdP;k 
leL;kacíy cksy.kkjk ,d eq[; oDrk vlyk ikghts- nksu Ik;Zar brj lgk;d oDrs lknjhdj.k d: ‘kdrkr  
¼gs vko’;d ukgh½- R;kaP;k lknjhdj.kkus uthdP;k leL;kae/;s Hkj ?kkryh ikghts-

;kpk vFkZ dIikfQdlojhy ,[kk|k i=dkj cSBdhP;k njE;ku] ,[kk|k oä~;kus vpkud mBwu JhyadsP;k 
eklsekjh tgktkaps Hkkjrh; Tkyizokgkr ;s.;kcíy cksyw u;s- ;keqGs i=dkj lHksP;k eq[; lans’kke/;s xksa/kG  
fuekZ.k gksÃy- i=dkj lHksP;k ijLij laokn HkkxknjE;ku i=dkj Hkkjrh; vkf.k Jhyadu eklsekjkae/khy 
>xMîkacíy fopk: ‘kdrkr- leL;k fopkjkr ?ksÅu uarj mRRkjs fnyh tkÅ ‘kdrkr- 

izkjaHkhd lknjhdj.kknjE;ku vki.k lans’k xksa/kGoY;kl dsY;kl] nqlÚ;k fno’kh o`RRki=s ÞJh yadsps eklsekj 
eUUkkjP;k vk[kkrkr mRikr ektor vlY;kps MPA lapkyd Eg.krkrß dkgh rjh v’kk izdkjP;k f’k’kZdkph 
ckreh ns.;kpk /kksdk vkgs- uDdhp vkiY;k i=dkj lHks}kjs v’kk izdkjpk lans’k vki.k ns.kkj uOgrks] vkf.k 
MPA O;oLFkkid Eg.kwu izlkj ek/;ekae/khy v’kk okrkZadukpk ifj.kke vkEgkyk ekfgr vkgs- dkgh ladV fdaok 
rkrMhpk laidZ lk/kk;pk vlY;k[ksjht] fo/kkulHkk fdaok lalnsps vf/kos’ku pkyw vkgs v’kk dkGkr i=dkj  
lHkk vk;ksftr dsyh tkÅ u;s- R;k dkGkr izlkj ek/;eka’kh cksy.;kpk fo’ks”k vf/kdkj fuoMwu vkysY;k 
vkenkjkaoj vlrks-

i=dkj] fo’ks”kr% nSfud o`Rri=s vkf.k fV-Ogh-/jsfMvks okfgU;kacjkscj dke dj.kkjs] brj fu;ehr dk;kZy;kr 
tk.kkÚ;kais{kk osxGs tSfod pØ vuqljrkr- R;kaps fnol m’khjk pkyw gksrkr vkf.k rs R;kaP;k ckrE;k nk[ky 
djsi;Zar la/;kdkGh m’khjki;Zar ykacys tkrkr- v’kk izdkjs 0900h oktrk lq: gks.;kl vk;ksftr dsysY;k 
i=dkj lHksl vYi mifLFkrh vl.;kph [kk=h vkgs- ,drj 1100 rs 1300 uarj tso.k fdaok 1500 rs 1700  
uarj pgk ;k loksZRre fu/kkZfjr osGk vkgsr- 

i=dkj lHkk] i=dkjkauk lgti.ks ;srk ;s.;klkj[;k e/;orÊ fBdk.kh vk;ksftr dj.ks egRokps vkgs-  
ftYgkf/kdkjh dk;kZy;krhy ftYgk tulaidZ vf/kdkÚ;kps dk;kZy; fdaok izsl Dyc ;k v’kk tkxk vkgsr]  
tsFks i=dkj lgti.ks [kspys tkÅ ‘kdrkr- eq[; ‘kgjh dsanzkckgsj vl.kkÚ;k MPA dk;kZy;kr i=dkj lHkk 
vk;ksftr dsyh vlsy] rj ‘kgje/;kiklwu lks;hLdj okgrwd O;oLFkk vk;ksftr dsyh ikfgts- 

8.9.3  izlkj ek/;ekapk nkSjk

izR;{k ikg.ks gs fo’okldkjd vkgs] ijarq i=dkjkalkBh tkLr vkgs- v’kk izdkjs] fdukjh vkf.k leqnzh  
tSofofo/krsP;k lao/kZukP;k egRokcíy cksyrkuk] i=dkjkauk MPA P;k nkSÚ;koj us.;kpk ifj.kke] dk;kZy;kr 
i=dkj lHkk vk;ksftr dj.;kis{kk vf/kd tkLr vkgs- lglk ,d fnolkpk nkSjk i=dkjkaph] MPA O;oLFkkid 
rksaM nsr vlysY;k leL;k vkf.k vkOgkus iw.kZi.ks letwu ?ks.;klkBh enr djrks-

izlkj ek/;ekapk nkSjk fo’okl ok<orks] ukrslaca/k cuorks vkf.k xSjlet nwj djrks- rks MPA O;oLFkkidkadMwu 
ikj ikMY;k tk.kkÚ;k miØekaP;k lq/kkfjr okrkZadukr enr djrks- 

taxykrhy [kMcMhr jLR;kaoj thi e/kwu tkrkuk fdaok ykVkaoj gsydkos [kkr cksVhrwu tkrkuk MPA 
O;oLFkkid vkf.k i=dkjkae/;s fo”ks’k ca/k fuekZ.k gksrkr- uSlfxZd okrkoj.kkr cuysys gs ukrslaca/k lglk 
o’kkZuqo’ks Z Lej.kkr jkgrkr] vkf.k ladV ifjfLFkrhr mi;ksxkl ;s.kkjk fo’okl funsZ’kkad cufo.;kl  
Rofjr enr djrhy- 

take more than 40% of the time allocated for the press meeting. The remaining 60% should be kept 

open for journalist’ questions and the supplementary explanations that would follow. Thus, if a press 

meeting is scheduled for an hour, the initial presentation should end in 20 minutes, with 40 minutes 

kept aside for questions and answers. 

It pays not complicate a press meeting with multiple messages. So in the initial presentation phase 

there should be one main speaker, speaking about the main issue at hand. Up to two other supporting 

speakers can make presentations (this is not a must). Their presentation should add to the main issue 

at hand. 

This means that during a press meeting on Kappaphycus, one of the speakers should not suddenly 

talk about Sri Lankan fishing vessels getting into Indian waters. This will confuse the main message for 

the press meeting. During the interactive part of the press meeting the journalists may ask about the 

conflict between Indian and Sri Lankan fishermen. The issue can be taken up and answered then.

If we confuse the messages during the initial presentation, there is the danger of newspapers running 

a story the next day with the headline that may read something like this: “Sri Lankan fishermen caus-

ing havoc in Gulf of Mannar says MPA director.” Certainly, this is not what we set out to communicate 

through our press meeting, and as MPA managers we know the impact of such reports in the media.

Unless there is a crisis or something urgent to be communicated, a press meeting should not be held 

during the period when the State Assembly or the Parliament is in session. The privilege of talking to 

the media during those periods rests with the elected legislators.

Journalists, especially those working with daily newspapers and TV/radio channels, follow a biological 

cycle that is different from that of other regular office goers. Their days starts late and extends late into 

the evening, till they file their news stories. Thus a press meeting scheduled to start at 0900h is guar-

anteed to have poor attendance. The best time slots are either from 1100 to 1300 followed by lunch, 

or from 1500 to 1700 followed by tea.

It is important to organise the press meeting at a central location, easily accessible to journalists. The 

offices of the district public relations officer in the collectorate or the press club are places to which 

journalists gravitate to easily. If a press meeting is being organised at the MPA office, which is outside 

the main urban centre, then convenient transport would need to be organised from the city centre.

8.9.3 Media tour

Seeing is believing for everybody, but more so for journalists. Thus when talking about the importance 

of conservation of coastal and marine biodiversity, the impact of taking the journalists on a tour to the 

MPA will be far higher that holding a press meeting in an office.A one-day tour usually helps journalists 

to appreciate better the issues and challenges that MPA managers face. 

A media tour develops trust, builds relationships and removes misconceptions. It helps in improved 

reporting of activities being carried out by the MPA managers. 

A special bonding develops between the MPA managers and journalists when riding together in a jeep 

on a bumpy forest road or sailing in a boat rolling on the waves. This relationship built in a natural 

environment is usually remembered over years, and will immediately help in building a trust quotient 

that will come in useful during crisis situations.
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8.9.4 Media workshop

A media workshop is a one or two-day event that has both classroom meetings and field tour. Multiple 

experts can interact with the journalists during a media workshop and thus can help journalists under-

stand an issue in all its complexities. For instance, for a media workshop about a MPA, marine biolo-

gists and economists can also be invited as expert resource persons in addition to the MPA managers.

The benefit of a media workshop, as against a press meeting, is that journalist-participants can be 

carefully selected. About 20 to 25 journalists is an effective participation for a media workshop. It helps 

to organise a media workshop away from the urban centre and closer to the MPA. This will prevent 

distractions during the sessions.

8.9.5  Media fellowship

A media fellowship is financial support for interested journalists to pursue a series of stories related to 

coastal and marine biodiversity conservation. A media fellowship usually starts with a media workshop. 

After the workshop, the media fellow follows stories of his/her accord related to topic of the fellowship. 

Media fellowships help journalists to strengthen their understanding on coastal and marine biodiversity 

through their reporting. A fellow’s relationship with the experts he/she works with usually lasts for a 

long period during their professional career.

8.9.4  	izlkj ek/;e dk;Z’kkGk

izlkj ek/;e dk;Z’kkGk ,d fdaok nksu fnolkapk dk;ZØe vlrks T;ke/;s oxZ cSBd vkf.k {ks=koj dke 
vls nksUgh vlrs- vusd rK izlkj ek/;e dk;Z’kkGsnjE;ku i=dkjka’kh laHkk”k.k djrkr- vkf.k v’;kfjrhus 
i=dkjkyk leL;sph xqarkxqr let.;kr enr gksrs- mnkgj.kkFkZ] MPA cíyP;k izlkj ek/;e dk;Z’kkGsr] 
leqnzh tho’kkL=K vkf.k vFkZ’kkL=Kkaukgh rK lalk/ku O;Drh Eg.kwu MPA O;oLFkkidkalkscr vkea=.k 
fnys tkÅ ‘kdrs-

i=dkj cSBdh fo:)] izlkj ek/;e dk;Z’kkGsps ykHk] dkj.k i=dkj lgHkkxh dkGthiwoZd fuoMys tkÅ 
‘kdrkr- 20 rs 25 i=dkjkabrdh lgHkkxhrk i=dkj dk;Z’kkGslkBh izHkkoh lgHkkxhrk vlrs- gs ‘kgjh 
dsanzkiklwu vkf.k MPA P;k toG izlkj ek/;e dk;Z’kkGk vk;ksftr dj.;kl enr djrs- gs l=knjE;ku 
y{k fopfyr gks.;kiklwu okpors- 

8.9.5  	izlkj ek/;e f’k”;o`Rrh 

izlkj ek/;e f’k”;o`Rrh vkoM vlysY;k i=dkjkalkBh fdukjh vkf.k leqnzh tSofofo/krk lao/kZuk’kh  
lacaf/kr dFkkaP;k ekfydkapk ikBiqjkok dj.;klkBh vkfFkZd vk/kkj nsrs- izlkj ek/;e f’k”;o`Rrkh lglk 
izlkj ek/;e dk;Z’kkGsus lq: gksrs- dk;Z’kkGsuarj] izlkj ek/;e lgHkkxh frP;k@R;kP;k f’k”;o`RRkhP;k 
fo”k;k’kh lacaf/kr laoknkps vuqlj.k djrkr- 

izlkj ek/;es f’k”;o`Rrh i=dkjkyk R;kaP;k vgokyk}kjs R;kaps fdukjh vkf.k leqnzh tSofofo/krsoj  
lkaetL; HkDde dj.;kr enr djrs- lgHkkX;kaps rKkalkscr ukrs R;kaP;k lglk O;kolkf;d 
dkjfdnhZnjE;ku nh?kZdkGklkBh fVdrs-
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8.10	vkWuykbZu izlkj ek/;ekalkscr 
txk’kh tqG.ks

8.10.1 lkekftd izlkj ek/;ekP;k eapkpk vk<kok%

CykWXt] fV~oVj] Qslcqd] fyadMbu gs orZeku fnolkae/;s laidkZr okijys tk.kkjs 
lkekU; ‘kCn vkgsr- ;kiSdh izR;sd lekftd izlkj ek/;ekps izlkj ek/;ekai;Zr 
iksgksap.;klkBh vkf.k O;kIr gks.;klkBh vkiys vkiys lkeF;Z vkf.k nks”k vkgsr- R;kauh 
osG vkf.k tkxsP;k lhaekoj ekr dsysyh vkgs] Eg.ktsp rs [kaMke/;s iksgksap.;klkBh 
okijys tkÅ ‘kdrkr] rlsp rs lk;cjLisle/;s nh?kZdkGklkBh jkgw ‘kdrkr] 
ts.ksd:u Hkfo”;kr MPAse/;s LokjL; vl.kkjs i=dkj o brj yksd ;kauk ikgw 
‘kdrkr- 

CykksXt gs [kwip oS;fDrd laidkZph xks”V vkgsr] ts vukSipkjhdi.ks dFkk 
lkax.;klkBh okijys tkÅ ‘kdrkr-- dFkk lkafxrY;k tkrkr T;k dsaæ fo”k; vkf.k 
fo’ks”khdj.k & foKku] i;kZoj.k] lekt] jktdkj.k] vFkZ bR;knh- P;k ifydMY;k 
vlrkr- CykWXtph Qslcqd] fyadMbu vkf.k fV~oVjoj tkfgjkr dsyh tkÅ ‘kdrs-

fV~oVj lw{e&CykWfxax vkgs ts vfydMP;k o”kkZe/;s vkarjjk”Vªh;i.ks egRokps >kys 
vkgs- fV~oV NksVs lans’k vlrkr & 140 ‘kCn ykac brds- R;kapk la{ksi R;kapk izHkko 
vlrks- CykXtlkBh gk;ijfyaDl fV~oV dsys tkÅ ‘kdrkr- vfydMY;k o”kkZae/;s 
fV~oV vusd i=dkjkalkBh feGdrhps izkFkfed L=ksr cuysys vkgs- 

8.10 Linking to the world with 
online media

8.10.1 Overview of social media platforms:

Blogs, Twitter, Facebook, LinkedIn have become common terms used in 

communication in the present day. Each of these social media tools have 

their strength and weaknesses for reaching out to the media and outreach. 

They overcome the limitation of time and space, i.e., they can be used to 

reach across continents, and they also stay in cyberspace for a long time, so 

can be referred to by journalists and others who are interested in MPAs years 

later.

Blogs are very personal communication narratives, which can be used to 

tell stories informally. Stories can be told that can move across themes and 

specializations – science, environment, society, politics, economy, etc. Blogs 

can be promoted on Facebook, LinkedIn and Twitter.

Twitter is micro-blogging that has become internationally important in the 

recent years. Tweets are short messages – 140 characters long. Their brevity 

is their impact. Hyperlinks for blogs can be Tweeted. In the recent years, 

Tweets have become a primary source of information for many journalists. 

da>oaZ’ku baVjuW’kuy (CI) gh ,d lao/kZu {ks=kr dke dj.kkjh lokZr izeq[k laLFkk 
vkgs] th lao/kZu miØeklkBh uhf/k xksGk dj.;klkBh #fxfOgax V~;qtMs eqOgesaVlg 
Hkkxhnkjh dsyh vkgs-- gk fnol eaxGokjyk lacks/krks tks ;quk;VsM LVsVe/;s izR;sd 
uksOgsacje/;s /kU;okn ns.;klkBh lktjk dsyk tkrks-  #fxfOgax V~;qtMs eqOgesaV 
yksdkauk fnysY;k rkj[ksyk pkaxyh dkes dj.;klkBh izksRlkfgr djrs tls  
/kekZnk;kyk iSls nku dj.ks fdaok ,sfPNd miØeklkBh lq:okr dj.ks- ekxP;k o”khZ 
CI us R;kph Lor%P;k #fxfOgax V~;qtMs eqOgesaV eksfgespk izpkj dj.;kl vusd 
lkekftd izlkj ek/;ekaP;k lkbZVyk okijys tls Qslcqd] fV~oVj] VaCyj] vkf.k 
fiUVªsLV- CI us lans’k r;kj dsyk] vf/kd Nk;kfp= Vkdys T;kr izn’kZu fo”k; gksrk 
dh fulxZ vkiY;kyk nsrks] vkf.k vkrk vkiY;kyk R;kyk ijr ns.;kph osG vkgs-

ukxjhdkauk R;ke/;s dls Hkkx ?ksÅ ‘kdrkr ;koj 3 i;kZ; fnys gksrs- ifgys 
CI P;k lao/kZukP;k miØekyk leFkZu ns.;klkBh iSls nku nsÅu- nqljs R;kaps 
dk;kZy;hu fV~oVj [kkrs vuqlj.k d:u vkf.k #fxfOgax V~;qtMs gW’kVWx  
oki:u vkf.k ijksidkj vkf.k lao/kZukoj R;kaps vkWuykbZu lao/kZuk’kh R;ke/;s 
lkehy gksÅu- vkf.k ‘ksoVps vkgs gjhr jgk.;klkBh CI ps dkgh lk/ks Øe 
ikGwu tls deh okgus pkyo.ks] ‘kkdkgkjh jkg.ks] loZ dkgh iqUgk mi;ksxkr 
vk.k.ks] LFkkfudke/;s leko.ks] vkf.k brj-

Conservation International (CI), one of the most prominent organizations 

working in the conservation arena, partnered with the #GivingTuesday move-

ment to raise funds for conservation activities. The day refers to the Tuesday 

after Thanksgiving celebration in the United States held every November. The 

#GivingTuesday movement encourages people to do a good deed on the said 

date, such as donate money to charity or sign up for volunteering activities. 

Last year, CI used various social media sites like Facebook, Twitter, Tumblr 

and Pinterest to communicate its own #GivingTuesday campaign. CI crafted 

messages, mostly photographs, inspired by the theme Nature gives to us, 
it’s time to give back.

Netizens were given three options on how they can participate in CI’s #Giv-

ingTuesday. First is by donating money to support CI’s various conservation 

initiatives. Second is by following their official Twitter account and/or by using 

the hashtag #GivingTuesday, and joining the online conversation on philan-

thropy and conservation. And last is by applying some of CI’s simple steps to 

live green such as drive less, eat greener, recycle everything else, get involved 

locally, and others.



Qslcqd can leqgkaP;k fufeZrhph ijokuxh nsrs tkss v’kk rK vkf.k i=dkjkauk ,d= vk.krks T;kauk Facebook permits creation of closed groups that can bring together experts and journalists who are 

interested in knowing about 

MPAs. Through these groups, 

experts and journalists can 

exchange stories and story 

ideas.

However, we need to re-

member, social media is an 

informal media. Involving with 

social media would require 

a change in attitude towards 

communication, since MPA 

managers can also be vulner-

able to strong criticism and 

critiquing.

8.10.2  How social media can help 
the managers in conserving their 
sites?

Social media can provide 

great insights into how people 

interact with nature—most 

people enjoy the outdoors with 

a camera and often share their 

photos on networking sites. 

Websites like Flickr contain 

millions of photographs of nat-

ural spaces that people have 

taken and chosen to make 

publicly available. Importantly, 

many of these photographs 

are “geo-tagged” (i.e., the 

location where the photograph 

was taken is recorded, give or 

take 10 meters). The photos 

visitors take and share, then, 

can provide valuable infor-

mation for researchers and 

conservationists.

  

lkekftd ek/;es vkf.k thoukps tkGs% 
lkekftd ek/;es d’kk jhrhus lao/kZukpk lans’k iljfor vkgsr

gs yksdkauk tksMrs vkf.k tSofofo/krs’kh lacaf/kr 
ekeY;kaoj laoknklkBh la/kh [kqY;k djrs-

lao/kZuklkBh 
tursps leFkZu 
ok<fo.kkjs gs ,d 
‘kfä’kkyh lk/ku 
vkgs-

gs fdQk;r’khj vlY;keqGs] ;kph  
lao/kZuklkBh vkf.k ljdkjh laLFkkalkBh 
egÙokph enr gksÅ ‘kdsy] T;kaP;kdMs 
tkx:drk ok<fo.;kP;k dk;ZØekalkBh 
e;kZfnr fu/khph lks; vlrs-

lkekftd ek/;ekaph ok< 
çpaM çek.kkr gksr vkgs] rs 
n’kZdkaP;k ok<R;k la[;si;aZr 
lao/kZukpk lans’k iksgkspow 
‘kdrkr-

lkekftd ek/;ekauh 
fnysys lans’k brj 
laokn okfgU;ka}kjk 
iljfoY;k tkrkr-

i{kh okp
ok! fV~oV

! 

fV~oV!
;k i{kkP;k fiYykyk gkr ykow udk!

i{kh ‘kfä
!

MPAscíy tk.k.;kr LokjL; 
vlrs- tjh gs leqg] rK vkf.k 
i=dkj dFkk vkf.k dFksP;k 
dYiuk cnyw ‘kdrkr-

rjhgh] vkiY;kyk gs y{kkr 
Bsok;yk gos] dh lkekftd izlkj 
ek/;e vukSipkfjd- lkekftd 
izlkj ek/;eklkscr lekos’kklkBh 
laidZ  o`Rrhr cnykph xjt 
vlw ‘kdrs] dkj.k MPA 
O;oLFkkid rhoz fVdk vkf.k 
lekykspuklkBh vlqjf{kr vlq 
‘kdrkr-

8.10.2  izlkj ek/;es R;kaph 
lkbZV lao/kZu dj.;klkBh 
O;oLFkkidkyk d’kh enr 
djrkr\

Lkekftd izlkj ek/;e yksd 
fulxkZlkscr dls laokn lk/kw  
‘kdrkr ;koj mRre varjax 
iznku d: ‘kdrkr& cjsp yksd 
ckgsj dWesÚ;klkscr etk yqVrkr 
vkf.k usVodhZax lkbZVoj R;kaps 
Nk;kfp=s lkekf;d djrkr- 
f¶ydjlkj[;k osclkbZVoj 
uSlfxZd tkxkaph yk[kks Nk;kfp=s 
vkgsr ts yksdkauh izfl)hlkBh 
dk<ysys vkf.k fuoMysys vlrs- 
egRokps Eg.kts] ;kiSdh cjhp 
Nk;kfp=s ^ftvksVWx^ vlrkr 
¼Eg.ktsp] tsFks Nk;kfp=s ?ksryh 
rs LFkG jsdkWMZ dsys vkgs] 
R;kiklwu 10 feVjps varj ?;k 
fdaok |k½ Ik;ZVd Nk;kfp=s 
?ksrkr vkf.k lkekf;d djrkr] 
ex] la’kks/kdakuk vkf.k  
lao/kZdla’kks/kdkyk ewY;oku 
ekfgrh iznku djrkr-
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Lkekftd izlkj ek/;e osclkbZM~loj viyksM dsysY;k izfrekr ewY;oku MsVk 
vlrks ts uSlfxZd tkxk lqjf{kr fdaok O;oLFkku dj.;kr enr dj.;klkBh 
okijys tkÅ ‘kdrkr] vls ,dk vH;klkr lqpfoysys vkgs-

thvksVWx dsysY;k çfrek tsFks Nk;kfp=s ?ksryh xsyh R;kaps vpwd LFkku vkf.k i;kZoj.kk’kh yksd dls laokn 
lk/krkr gs n’kZforkr vls lkscr lkax.;kr vkys- 

gk MsVk ifjfLFkrhdh O;oLFkkiukyk ekfgrh iznku dj.;kr enr dj.;klkBh xksGk dsyk tkÅ ‘kdrks- 

[ L=ksr% lsYQh& lao/kZu {ks=klkBh enr] i;kZoj.k i=dkj ekdZ fdUoj}kjs] chchlh ckrE;k] 11 fMlsacj 2014- 
foKku vkf.k i;kZoj.k& foHkkxkrwu] iw.kZ ys[kklkBh ;k fyadoj igk http://www.bbc.com/news/science-

environment-30435350 

izHkkoh O;oLFkkiu ;kstuslkBh lkekftd izlkj ek/;ekP;k mi;ksxkoj izdj.k vH;kl 

flaxkiwjP;k [kkjQqVhaP;k ckcrhy yksd dk; fopkj djrkr\

flaxkiwj ,d NksVsls csV vkf.k nf{k.k vkf’k;krhy ‘kgj jkT; vkgs- csVkP;k 13 VDds ,sfrgkfldi.ks [kkjQqVh 
taxykauh vPNkfnr gksrs] th fdukjh taxya vkgsr th mFkG ik.;kr] fp[ky;qDr ik.;kr ok<rkr- 1965e/;s 
flaxkiwj Lora= >kY;kiklwu] tyn yksdla[;k ok< vkf.k ‘kgjhdj.kkeqGs eqG [kkjQqVhaP;k 90 VDdsaps uqdlku 
>kys- vkrk [kkjQqVhaP;k taxykaps dkgh NksVs rqdMs vkrk flaxkiwje/;s f’kYyd jkfgysys vkgsr] ts uSlfxZd 
vkjf{kr vkf.k lkoZtfud ckxkae/;s QDr O;oLFkkfir ijLij laoknkus miyC/k vkgsr-

vkEgh pkj [kkjQqVh {ks=kae/;s 700 Nk;kfp=kae/;s ifj{k.k dsys] vkEgkyk vls vk<Gys dh izR;sd [kkjQqVhP;k 
lkbZVe/;s ?ksrysY;k Nk;kfp=kaP;k izdkjkae/;s y{k.kh; Qjd gksrk] tks eksB~;k izek.kkr vorhHkorh vlysY;k 
izk.kh] ouLirh vkf.k ekuo&fufeZr oSf’k”V~;kP;k fo|ekursoj tls foJkex`g vkf.k pky.;klkBh cuoysys 
ykdMh ik;okVkaoj voyacwu gksrk- mnkgj.kkFkZ] vkEgkyk vk<Gys dh ‘kath cqyksg ;sFks oU;thoukps vkf.k 
ouLirh Nk;kfp=kaps mPp VDdsokjh vkgs- gk fnysY;k vH;kl {ks=kpk] ‘kath cqyksg’kath cqyksg vFkZ nsrks- ‘kath 
cqyksgyk ykacypd [kkjQqVhP;k lokZr eksBs ykacypd {ks= vkgs vkf.k oU;thoukyk igk.;klkBh uSlfxZd 
vkjf{kr vkf.k vusd fuokjs vkgsr-

thvksVWxhaxP;k mPp lqLi”Vrsus vkEgkyk ,dk [kkjQqVh {ks=ke/;s i;kZoj.kk’kh yksd dls laokn lk/krkr ;kpk 
rikl yko.;klkBhgh ijokuxh fnyh- psd tkokyk uW’kuy ikdZl cksMZ}kjs jk[kysY;k [kkjQqVhr] vkEgkyk 
vk<Gys dh egklkxj ykdMh ik;okVsoj oU;thoukph Nk;kfp=s Dofprp ?ksryh xsyh vkgsr- gs  
vk’p;Zdkjd gksrs] dkj.k dh ykdMh ik;okVk yksdkauk [ksdMs vkf.k mHk;pjh eklGhlkj[ks izk.kh igk.;klkBh 
cufoysys vlrkr- gs vkiY;kyk gs fopkjk;yk Hkkx ikMrs dh i;ZVd ;k Dophr fnl.kkÚ;k thokaph  
Nk;kfp=s dk<r ulrhy& R;kauk R;kaP;kcíy ekfgrh ukgh;s dk R;kauk R;kr LokjL; ukgh\

vkeps la’kks/ku oLrhLFkkukauk lq/kk:u thokaps izek.k ok<owu] fdaok i;ZVdkauk izk.;kaph oSfo/;rk let.;klkBh 
enr gks.;kl lR;rk o ekfgrh iznku dj.;kl fuxfMr iztkrhadMs y{k os/k.;klkBh fpUg ekfgrh Qyds 
v|;kor d:u vkEgkyk ;k izk.;kae/khy o i;ZVdkae/khy laokn ok<o.;kl izksRlkghr djrs-

oU;thou O;oLFkkid lkekftd izlkj ek/;ekdMwu dk<ysyk MsVk R;kizek.ks mRre ;kstuk vkf.k uSlfxZd 
ifjlj pkyo.;kl I;ZVdkyk fulxkZP;k izdkjk’kh laokn lk/k.;kph i;ZVdkyk ijokuxh ns.;klkBh ik;kHkwr 
lqfo/kk iznku djr dh R;kauk ;ke/;s vf/kd LokjL; vkgs& ;sFks Li”V dsysyh i)r U;q ;kWdZ lsaVªy ikdZyk 
;ksX; vkgs dkj.k dh gh flaxkiwjP;k ‘kath cqyksg osVyWaM vkjf{kr lkBh vkgs- 

[Source: HIPPO Reads  http://read.hipporeads.com/social-media-as-a-conservation-tool/]

Images uploaded to social media websites hold valuable data that could be used to help 
protect or manage natural spaces, a study has suggested.

Geotagged images provided a precise location of where the photo was taken and how people were 

interacting with the environment, it added.

This data could be collated to provide information that could help inform the management of ecosys-

tems.

[ Source: Selfie-help for conservation areas, By Mark Kinver Environment reporter, BBC News, 11 

December 2014. From the section- Science & Environment, See this link for full article http://www.

bbc.com/news/science-environment-30435350 

Case study of use of social media for effective management planning

What do people think of Singapore’s mangroves?

Singapore is a small island city-state in Southeast Asia. 13% of the island was historically covered 

with mangrove forests, which are coastal forests that grow in shallow, muddy water. Since Singapore 

became independent in 1965, rapid population growth and urbanization has led to the loss of 90% 

of the original mangroves. Only a few small patches of mangrove forest now remain in Singapore, 

which are only accessible through managed interactions in nature reserves and public parks.

In the 700 photographs from the four mangrove areas we examined, we found there were signifi-

cant differences in the types of photographs taken at each mangrove. The type of photograph taken 

at each mangrove site depended largely on the surrounding animals, plants, and the presence of 

man-made features such as rest shelters and boardwalks. For example, we found there was a higher 

percentage of wildlife and plant photographs at Sungei Buloh. This makes sense given that of the 

studied areas, Sungei Buloh has the largest continuous area of continuous mangrove and holds a 

Nature Reserve and several shelters for viewing wildlife.

The high precision of geo-tagging also allowed us to investigate how people interacted with the en-

vironment within one mangrove area. At Chek Jawa, a mangrove that is maintained by the National 

Parks Board, we found that photographs of wildlife were rarely taken on the ocean boardwalk. This 

was surprising, since the boardwalk was constructed to allow people to see animals like crabs and 

mudskipper fish at low tide. This led us to ask why visitors may not be taking photographs of these 

rare organisms—are they not aware of them or just not interested?

Our research inspires us to increase the interactions between visitors and these animals by improv-

ing the habitat to increase the abundance of organisms, updating signs and information boards that 

draw attention to the relevant species, or providing facts and information that help visitors better 

appreciate the animal diversity.

Wildlife managers can likewise use data mined from social media to better plan and run nature areas 

by providing the infrastructure to allow visitors to interact with the types of nature that they are most 

interested in—the method described here is just as suitable for New York’s Central Park as it is for 

Singapore’s Sungei Buloh Wetland Reserve.

[Source: HIPPO Reads  http://read.hipporeads.com/social-media-as-a-conservation-tool/ ]
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8.10.3 Social media and International conservation organizations:

Many prominent organizations and government agencies working on environmental conservation have 

joined the social media bandwagon. The World Wildlife Fund (WWF), the world’s largest environmental 

charity organization, employs social media tools to boost its communication campaigns. The organiza-

tion believes that social media has given them the opportunity “to engage supporters and reach new 

audiences in a way they have not ever been able to in the past.” The new media allows open dialogue 

and personal connection making the people more engaged and aware of the organization’s agenda. 

WWF proudly shares that its website is its home base, the blog its podium, and social networking sites 

its megaphones.

Other organizations are also using social media to complement their communication strategies.  In 

2010, the United Nations Environment Programme-World Conservation Monitoring Centre (UNEP-WC-

MC), together with the International Union for Conservation of Nature, launched Protectedplanet.net. 

The website, an interactive, social media-based site, allows the general public to upload photographs, 

record wildlife sightings, and contribute reviews of visits to protected areas.

Beyond its power to create public awareness, social media is proven to be a platform for long-term and 

high-impact initiatives. Experiences of various international organizations and academic and research 

institutions show that the social media can carry citizen science and crowdsourcing, fund raising, and 

enforcement programmes.

Facebook page of the WII-GIZ course on coastal and marine biodiversity

8.10.3 lkekftd izlkj ek/;e vkf.k vkarjjk”Vªh; lao/kZu laLFkk%

raKkaP;k ers i;kZoj.kh; lao/kZukoj dke dj.kkÚ;k vusd izeq[k laLFkk vkf.k ljdkjh ,tUlht izlkj ek/;eka’kh 
tksMY;k xsY;k vkgsr- n oYM okbZYMykbZQ QaaM (WWF)] txkryh lokZr eksBh i;kZoj.kh; /kekZnk; laLFkk] 
frP;k laidZ eksfgesyk ok<o.;klkBh lkekftd izlkj ek/;e lk/kukapk okij djrks- - laLFkk fo’okl djrs dh  
lkekftd izlkj ek/;ekus ^ikfBack ns.kkÚ;kauk vkf.k uohu JksR;kauk ;kiwohZ u d: ‘kdysY;k ekxkZus layXu 
dj.;kl^ la/kh fnyh- uohu izlkj ek/;e laLFksP;k lHksP;k fo”k;if=dscíy tkx`d dj.;kl vkf.k vf/kd  
layXu dj.;kl [kwys laokn vkf.k oS;fDrd nqO;kaph ijokuxh nsrkr- WWF xokZus lkaxrkr dh R;kaph osclkbZV  
R;kaps ?kj vkgs] CykWx R;kaps O;klihB vkgs] vkf.k lkekftd usVodhZax lkbZV~l R;kaps /ouh;a= vkgs-  

brj laLFkkgh R;kaP;k laidZ uhfrauk iw.kZ dj.;klkBh lkekftd izlkj ek/;e okijr vkgsr- 2010e/;s ;quk;VsM 
us’kUl ,UokesZaV izksxzke&oYMZ dUtjos’ku ekWfuVjhax lsUVj (UNEP-WC- MC)] us vkarjjk”Vªh; ;qfu;u QkWj 
dUtjos’ku vkWQ uspj lkscr Protectedplanet.net lq: dsys- gh osclkbZV] ijLij laoknkph] lkekftd 
izlkj ek/;ekaoj vk/kkjhr lkbZV vkgs] th lkekU; tursyk Nk;kfp=s] jsdkWMZ vkf.k oU;thou n`”; viyksM 
dj.;kph rlsp lajf{kr ifjljkaP;k HksVhP;k vk<kO;kaps ;ksxnku ns.;kph ijokuxh nsrs- 

;kaP;k lkoZtuhd tkx`rh fuekZ.k dj.;kP;k lkeF;kZf’kok;] lkekftd izlkj ek/;e nh?kZdkyhu vkf.k 
mPp&izHkko vlysY;k miØekalkBh ,d fl) O;klihB vkgs- fofo/k vkarjjk”Vªh; laLFkk vkf.k ‘kS{kf.kd vkf.k 
la’kks/ku laLFkkaps vuqHko n’kZorkr dh lkekftd izlkj ek/;e ukxfjd foKku vkf.k la[;k ok<] uhf/k fodkl 
vkf.k miØe jkco.ks gh dkes djrkr- 

fdukjh vkf.k leqnzh tSofofo/krsoj WII-GIZ vH;klØekps Qslcqd i`”B 
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oU;thou vaeyctko.kh vkrk laØked >kyh vkgs 
oU;thouk’kh ØqjrsP;k ?kVuk lkekftd izlkj ek/;ekP;k jkxkyk mRrstuk nsrkr- gs n’kZors dh lao/kZu Ñrhyk 
yksdkaps leFkZu ok<o.;klkBh lkekftd ek/;es fdrh lkeF;Z’kkyh vkgsr- oU;thou dRry vkf.k csdk;ns’khj 
O;kikjkP;k vusd ?kVuk Qslcqd vkf.k fV~oVjoj laØfer >kY;k- ;kus ?kVukacíy vf/kdkÚ;kauk dk;nsf’kj  
dkjokbZ dj.;klkBh izsjhr lq)k dsys- 

okbZYM cMZ Dyc vkWQ fQfyfiUl (WBCP) P;k vf/kÑr i`”Bkoj] gk Dyc fu;feri.ks oU;thou fo’ks”kr% 
i{;kaps csdk;ns’khj f’kdkjh vkf.k csdk;ns’khj O;kikjkP;k ?kVuk iksLV djr vlrks- ;ke/;ss vkWuykbZu lkbZV lkr 
efgU;kaP;k ?kqcMkph foØh] fQfyikbZu ?kkjhaph foeku daiuh}kjs csdk;ns’khj okgrwd] vkf.k ,dk ljdkjh  
vf/kdkj~;k}kjk vlqjf{kr vkf.k lajf{kr fQfyihu vkf.k oU; cndkaph gR;k bR;knh ?kVukapk lekos’k vkgs- 
;kiSdh cjsp iksLV uW’kuy VsfyfOgtu usVodZ vkf.k cz‚M’khV~le/kwu ?ksrysys gksrs- vyhdMsp] WCBP us mRrj  
fQfyfiUle/;s LFkkfud f’kdkÚ;kpk Nk;kfp= iksLV dsys T;kr e`r ygku o;kps /kus’k ,;j xuus  
mMforkuk n’kZfo.;kr vkys gksrs- DENR us Rojhr R;k {ks=kP;k i{kkaP;k f’kdkjhP;k vgokykyk ikfgys-

ekxhy o”khZ uksOgsacje/;s] esfylk ckdeu ;k foUpsLVj MsMyh i’kuP;k ,dk vesfjdu VhOgh çLrqrdrhZus frP;k 
fV~oVj vdkÅaVoj nf{k.k vkfÝdsr frus ekjysY;k flagkleksj gkrkr canwd ?ksÅu xq<X;koj clwu glr  
vlY;kps Nk;kfp= iksLV dsys vkf.k v‚uykbu leqnk; fpFkkoyk- 485]000 is{kk vf/kd usVh>sUluh nf{k.k 
vfÝdsP;k ljdkjyk Change.org lacks/k.kkÚ;k vkWuykbZu ;kfpdsoj ckdeuyk ijlksuk ukWu xzkVk  
¼okGhr Vkd.ks½ dj.;klkBh lgÓk dsY;k- Qslcqdoj ,d ^LVkWi esfylk ckdeu^ i`”B r;kj dsys xsys  
T;kyk 368]000is{kk vf/kd ykbZDl feGkys-

Wildlife enforcement is now viral
Events of cruelty to wildlife can easily spur social media outrage. This shows how powerful social media 

is in raising public support for conservation action. Several events of wildlife slaughter and illegal trade 

were viral in Facebook and Twitter. These also led the authorities to take legal actions regarding the 

incidents.

In the official Facebook page of Wild Bird Club of the Philippines (WBCP), the Club regularly posts 

incidents of poaching and illegal trade of wildlife particularly birds. Some of these incidents include 

an online site selling a seven-month old Eagle Owl, an airline company allowing illegal transport of the 

Philippine Eagle, and a government official killing the vulnerable and protected Philippine wild ducks. 

Most of these Facebook posts were picked up by national television networks and broadsheets. Re-

cently, WCBP posted a picture of a local hunter in Northern Philippines who displayed a dead juvenile 

hornbill he allegedly shot with an air gun. The DENR immediately looked into the reports of illegal bird 

hunting in the region.

In November last year, Melissa Bachman, an American TV host of Winchester Deadly Passion, trig-

gered the online community by posting in her Twitter account a photo of her kneeling and smiling 

with a rifle in hand, behind a lion she had shot and killed in South Africa. More than 485,000 neti-

zens signed an online petition on Change.org addressed to the government of South Africa to make 

Bachman a persona non grata. A “Stop Melissa Bachman” page on Facebook generated more than 

368,000 likes.



Early this year, the traditional dolphin hunt in Taiji Cove in Japan was a trending topic in social media. 

Various hashtags such #tweet4taiji, #HelpCoveDolphins, and #tweet4dolphins trended on Twitter to 

raise awareness about this mass slaughter of dolphins. The social media outrage was picked up by 

CNN, and elevated the controversy in the international media.

In Facebook, people are more likely to respond on issues affecting them on the emotional level. In the 

experience of Rimba, a group of conservation biologists in Malaysia, it is easier for conservation issues 

that cause moral outrage (e.g. animal abuse) to become viral on social networking sites compared to 

intangible long-term conservation issues (e.g. deforestation, illegal wildlife trade). On its official Face-

book page, the group shared a local tour operator’s photograph of snorkelers harassing an endangered 

green turtle (Chelonia mydas). The post depicting animal abuse went viral, and drew the attention of 

the media. This eventually led to the Malaysian Fisheries Department investigating the incident, and 

the tour operator issued a public apology. 

[Source: ASEAN Centre for biodiversity http://www.aseanbiodiversity.org/index.
php?option=com_content&view=article&id=713:communicating-biodiversity-in-the-era-of-social-
media&catid=1:news&Itemid=109 ]

;k o”kkZP;k lq:okrhyk] tikue/;s rkbZth dksOg ;sFks ikjaikfjd MkWfYQu f’kdkj lkekftd izlkj ek/;ekpk ,d 
izpfyr fo”k; gksrk- vusd gW’kVWx tls #tweet4taiji, #HelpCoveDolphins vkf.k #tweet4dolphins 
fV~oVjoj izpfyr >kys vkf.k MkfYQuP;k ,d= dRryhcíy tkx`drk fuekZ.k dsyh- CNN }kjs lkekftd çlkj 
ek/;ekaP;k vkØks’kkph uksan ?ksryh xsyh] vkf.k vkarjjk”Vªh; izlkj ek/;eke/;s gk fookn iljyk- 

Qslcqde/;s] yksd R;kaP;k HkkoukRed Lrjkoj izHkko Vkd.kkÚ;k leL;koj vf/kd izfrlkn nsrkr- fjack ;k 
eysf’k;krhy lao/kZu tho’kkL=Kkapk leqgkP;k vuqHkoke/;s] T;k ckch uSfrd–”Vîk vkØks’k ¼tls izk.;kapk NG½ 
curkr v’kk ckchalkBh vewrZ v’kh nh?kZdkyhu çdj.ks ¼tls taxyrksM] csdk;ns’khj oU;thou O;kikj½ cu.;kis{kk 
lks’ky usV~ofdaZx lkbZV~loj ilj.ks rqyukRed –”Vîk lqyHk vlrs- vf/kÑr Qslcqd i`”Bkoj] ,dk leqgkus 
LFkkfud ik.kcqMîkus yqIr gks.;ktksX;k fgjO;k dklokyk ¼flyksfu;k ek;nkl½ NGrkukps vk;kstdkps Nk;kfp= 
Vkdys- izk.;kyk NG.kkjs laosnuf’ky fp=.k laØfer >kys] vkf.k izlkj ek/;ekps y{k os/kys- ;keqGs v[ksjhl 
eysf’k;u fQ’kjh foHkkxyk ?kVuspk rikl djkoks ykxyk vkf.k i;ZVu vk;kstdkus lkoZtfud ekQh ekfxryh-

[L=ksr: ASEAN tSofofo/krslkBh dsanz http://www.aseanbiodiversity.org/index.php?option=com_
content&view=article&id=713:communicating-biodiversity-in-the-era-of-social-
media&catid=1:news&Itemid=109]
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dkgh tSofofo/krk CykWXt:

[L=ksr% fie xzqi http://thepimmgroup.org/919/best-biodiversity-blogs/ ]

n fLVdh Vax

http://thestickytongue.com

n fLVdh Vax gk tSofofo/krk vkf.k lao/kZukph ekfgrh vkf.k f’k{k.k ns.kkjk ,d mijksf/kd] dkYifud n`f’Vdksu vkgs- 
gk CykWx mHk;Lk`Ik’kkL=koj izdk’k>ksr Vkdrks- i.k R;kaps vktP;k fnolkps tSofofo/krk Nk;kfp= ;ke/;s OgaWadqOgj 
csVkofjy ekeZV ¼mRRkj vesfjdsrhy nqfeZG izk.;kaiSdh ,d½ ;k [kkjhP;k tkrhP;k ygku izk.;kiklwu fparktudfjR;k 
/kksD;kr vlysys ykWMZ gksos csVkofjy [ksdMîklkj[;k izk.;kai;Zar dkghgh vlw ‘kdrs- ;k CykWxph ysf[kdk dWUMsl 
gkUlsu vkgs- fryk ÞdsoG ljiV.kkÚ;k izk.;kacíyp ukgh rj loZ oU;tho lao/kZu i/nrh vkf.k Ik’kq vf/kdkj ;kacíy 
fo’ks”k vkoMÞ vkgs- fo”ks’kr%] frpk CykWx Ik;kZoj.kokn vkf.k pGoGokn ;kacíy mins’k nsr ukgh- [kjs rj] cÚ;kpnk] 
fouksnkP;k Li’kkZus ekfgrh vkf.k Kku ns.;klkBh rh leL;k ekaMrs- ;kyk v‚uykbu ;sÅu vYidkG >kyk vlyk]  
rjh ns[khy ;kyk HksV ns.kkj~;kph la[;k tyn xrhus ok<r vkgs-

vkVZQqy vfeck

http://theartfulamoeba.com

tsfuQj Ýs>j gh ,d cksYMj] dksyjWMkse/;s jkg.kkjh foKku ysf[kdk vkgs- fryk ÞTkSofofo/krkÞ gh laKk vkoMr ukgh 
dkj.k Þrh yksdkauk fo”k;kiklwu nwj lkjrsÞ vkf.k ÞcÚ;kpnk rh iztkrhaP;k le`/nhcíy daVkGok.;k uhjl xks”VhalkBh 
okijyh tkrs-Þ tsfuQjdMs dkWusZy fo|kihBkph oxhZdj.k’kkL= vkf.k tSfod fofo/krk ;k izeq[k fo”k;klg tho’kkL=kph 
inoh/kj gh inoh vkgs- frP;kdMs dodfoKku ¼dkWusZy fo|kihBkphp½ ;k izeq[k fo’k;klg ouLirh fpfdRlk’kkL=kph 
inO;qRRkj inoh vkf.k MIT ph foKku ys[kukrhy inO;qRRkj inohns[khy vkgs-

vk;y¡M ck;ksMk;OgflZVh jsl

http://islandbiodiversityrace.wildlifedirect.org

vk;y¡M ck;ksMk;OgflZVh jsl] rqyukRedfjR;k csVkaojhy iztkrhaP;k tyn fouk’kkeqGs gks.kkÚ;k csVkaojhy tSofofo/krsph 
dedqorrk ;koj izdk’k>ksr Vkdrks- gk CykWx fxuhps vk[kkr izkeq[;kus lkvks Vkseoj y{k dsafnzr djrks- ys[k  
ikBo.kkjs dWfyQksfuZvk vWdWMeh vkWQ lk;ULksl] n fjifCyd vkWQ lkvks Vkse vkf.k fizafUlih xOgesZaV o brj 
;kaP;kdMwu vuqnkfur eksfgekapk ri’khy iqjorkr- vkfÝdu lao/kZd MkW- fjpMZ yhds laLFkkfir vkf.k v/;f{kr  
dsfu;k o vesfjdsr uksan.khd`Rk /kekZnk; laLFkk] okÃYMykÃQ Mk;jsDV gk CykWx pkyors-

vWxzhdYpjy ck;ksMk;OgflZZVh oscCykWx

http://agro.biodiver.se

cÚ;kp izek.kkr gk tSofofo/krk dkGth] uSlfxZd iztkrh vkf.k oLrhLFkkus ;kcÌy cksyrks- n vWxzhdYpjy 
ck;ksMk;OgflZVh oscCykWx vuSlfxZd i/nr &’ksrhoj izdk’k>ksr Vkdrks- uSlfxZd tSofofo/krk okpo.;kps cÚ;kpnk 
lkafxrysys dkj.k] izkeq[;kus —f”k{ks=kr O;kogkfjd mi;ksx vlysY;k tuqdh;kP;k L=ksrkpk iqjoBk dj.ks gs vkgs- 
UTO, baVjusVoj feG.kkjs —f”kfo”k;d tSofofo/krsP;k dYius’kh dlsgh tksMys tk.kkjs lxGs ,dk fBdk.kh xksGk 
djrkr- ;k lkbZVps ys[kd yqbxh xqvkfjuks vkch tsjseh psjQkl tSofofo/krsr O;kolkf;dfjR;k xqarysys vkgsr- R;kaps 
/;s; —f”k tSofofo/kkrs’kh lacaf/kr vls baVjusVoj dkghgh vk<Gys rjh rs ,df=r dj.ks gs vkgs- yqÃth Xokfjuks gk 
Xykscy ØkWi Mk;OgflZVh VªLV ;sFks ofj”B foKku lYYkkxkj vkgs vkf.k 1984 rs 1988 Ik;Zar FAO vkf.k IBPGR 
lkBh lYykxkj Eg.kwu dke dsys- tsjseh psjQkl ck;ksMk;OgflZVh baVjuW’kuy ;sFks tulaidkZlkBh tckcnkj vkgs-  
R;kP;kdMs eqnz.k] jsfMvks] fV-Ogh- lkBh foKku ys[kd vkf.k laiknd Eg.kwu foLRk`Rk vuqHko vkgs-

vksfg;ks cMZ~l v¡M ck;ksMk;OgflZVh 

http://jimmccormac.blogspot.com

rqEgh vksfg;kspk tSofofo/krsps fo’ks”k fBdk.k Eg.kwu fopkj dj.kkj ukgh] i.k fte eWddksj~eWd R;kP;k jkT;kPks  
uSlfxZd lkSan;Z vkf.k tSofofo/krsoj izdk’k>ksr Vkd.;kps Nku dke djrks- eWddksj~eWdus o;kP;k

Some Biodiversity Blogs:

[Source: The Pimm Group http://thepimmgroup.org/919/best-biodiversity-blogs/ ]

The Sticky Tongue

http://thestickytongue.com

The Sticky Tongue is a quirky, imaginative approach to informing and educating about biodiversity and 

conservation. The blog focuses on herpetology. But its Biodiversity Photo of the Day can be anything frm 

the Vancouver Island Marmot (one of the rarest animals in North America) to the critically endangered Lord 

Howe Island Stick Insect. The blog’s author is Candace Hansen. She has “a passion not just for reptiles 

but also for all forms of wildlife conservation and animal rights.” In particular, her blog does not preach 

environmentalism and activism. Rather, she presents the issues, often with a touch of humor, to inform and 

educate. It’s only been online a short while, but its traffic has grown fast.

The Artful Amoeba

http://theartfulamoeba.com

Jennifer Frazer is a science writer living in Boulder, Colorado. She dislikes the term “biodiversity” because “it 

turns people off to the subject” and “It’s too often used for boring platitudes about species richness.” Jen-

nifer has a bachelor’s degree in biology with a concentration in systematics and biotic diversity from Cornell 

University. She also has a master’s degree in plant pathology with a concentration in mycology (also from 

Cornell), and a master’s degree in science writing from MIT.

Island Biodiversity Race

http://islandbiodiversityrace.wildlifedirect.org

Island Biodiversity Race highlights the vulnerability of island biodiversity due to the relatively rapid loss 

of species from islands. The blog focuses on islands in the Gulf of Guinea, primarily Sâo Tomé. The 

contributors provide an account of expeditions funded by the California Academy of Sciences, the Re-

public of São Tomé and Príncipe government and others. The blog is hosted by WildlifeDirect, a Kenya 

and US registered charitable organization founded and chaired by African conservationist Dr Richard 

Leakey.

Agricultural Biodiversity Weblog

http://agro.biodiver.se

Mostly, talk of biodiversity concerns natural species and habitats. The Agricultural Biodiversity Weblog 

highlights biodiversity in a non-natural system — agriculture. This is important because an oft-cited reason 

for preserving natural biodiversity is to provide a source for new genetic material that could have practical 

applications, primarily in agriculture. The site’s authors are Luigi Guarino and Jeremy Cherfas, both profes-

sionally involved in biodiversity. Their goal is to collect in one place anything they find on the Internet that 

relates somehow to the notion of agricultural biodiversity. Luigi Guarino is Senior Science Coordinator at the 

Global Crop Diversity Trust and served as a consultant for the FAO and IBPGR from 1984 to 1988. Jeremy 

Cherfas is responsible for public relations at Biodiversity International. He has extensive experience as a sci-

ence writer and editor, for print, radio and TV.

Ohio birds and biodiversity

http://jimmccormac.blogspot.com

You don’t think of Ohio as a biodiversity hotspot, but Jim McCormac does a nice job of highlighting his 

state’s natural beauty and biodiversity. McCormac has made a study of natural history since the age of eight. 
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His goal is to get more people interested in nature. In doing so, he says, “The more of us who care, the more 

likely that our natural world will survive.”

David Without Borders

http://www.davidwithoutborders.com

Blog authors David Aimé and David Fabrega call themselves explorers of biodiversity. They use images and 

video to “gather the most current information from local entrepreneurs, scientists, and communities on bio-

diversity and sustainable development topics.” They’re blogging during their around the world trip planned 

to be completed in July 2011.

Biodiversity Media Alliance

http://biodiversitymedia.ning.com

This social network site was created IIED, IUCN and Internews to help connect journalists with the 

biodiversity scientists. Its goal is to increase the quantity and quality of coverage of biodiversity issues 

in the media. You need to register to become a member. Members can use the blog section to share 

news, thoughts, ideas and publications, as well as include photos and links to other websites or attach-

ments.

2010 International Year of Biodiversity Australia

http://www.biodiversity2010.org.au

The site is a “biodiversity hub” for events in Australia. It is a part of the Council of Australasian Mu-

seum Directors (CAMD) International Year of Biodiversity project. The site is a venue for others to pro-

mote biodiversity news and events, showcase stories, and share ideas and find events and resources. 

Although it is not a blog in the strict sense, it is a great site!

Mongabay.com

http://www.mongabay.com

Mongabayis the most popular website in our list. Since 1999 it has been dedicated to rainforest 

conservation news and activism. It has done a good job reporting on biodiversity loss.Founder Rhett 

A. Butler does not have a biology background but he has authored or co-authored several papers 

published in peer-reviewed scientific journals. According to the site’s About page, the site has been 

featured in the San Francisco Chronicle, Time Magazine, The Wall Street Journal and has provided 

advice and assistance to numerous other organizations.

Migrations

http://migration.wordpress.com

This blog is the work of Dan Rhoads, an American molecular biologist who has moved to the Republic 

of Cyprus and now works in the biotech sector. As a longtime birdwatcher, Dan is an ardent supporter 

of the work of BirdLife Cyprus, and this blog now focuses mostly on topics relating to the nature of 

Cyprus. Dan frequently covers biodiversity issues in his posts.

The Biodiversity crew @ NUS

http://nusbiodiversity.wordpress.com

A news site about staff and students in the biodiversity research focus group at the Department of 

Biological Sciences, National University of Singapore.

vkBO;k o”kkZiklwu uSlfxZd bfrgklkpk vH;kl dsyk vkgs- vf/kd yksdkauk fulxkZdMs vkdf”kZr dj.;kps R;kps /;s; 
vkgs- vls djrkuk rks Eg.krks] ÞvkiY;kiSdh vf/kd ts dkGth ?ksrhy] vf/kd izek.kkr vkiys uSlfxZd tx fVdsy-Þ

MsfOgM fonkmV c‚MZlZ

http://www.davidwithoutborders.com

CykWx ys[kd MsfOgM vkeh vkf.k MsfOgM Qkczsxk Lor%yk tSofofo/krsps ‘kks/kd Eg.kwu letrkr- rs LFkkfud m|kstd] 
oSKkfud] vkf.k tSofofo/krsojhy leqnk; rlsp ‘kk’or fodkl fo”k;kaiklwu lokZr orZeku ekfgrh xksGk dj.;klkBh 
izfrek vkf.k fOgfMvkst okijrkr- rs R;kaP;k tqyS 2011e/;s iw.kZ gks.kkÚ;k tkxfrd i;ZVukP;k njE;ku CykWx djr 
vkgsr-

tSofofo/krk izlkj ek/;e ;qrh

http://biodiversitymedia.ning.com

gh lkekftd usVodZ lkbZV IIED, IUCN vkf.k vkarjckrE;ka}kjs tSofofo/krk oSKkfudka}kjs i=dkjkauk tksM.;kr 
enr dj.;kl fuekZ.k dsyh xsyh- ;kps /;s; tSofofo/krk leL;sps o`Rrkadukps izlkj ek/;eke/;s izek.k vkf.k xq.koRrk 
ok<o.ks vkgs- vkiY;kyk lnL; gks.;klkBh uksan.kh djkoh ykxsy- lnL; ckreh] fopkj dYiuk vkf.k izdk’kus rlsp 
Nk;kfp=s vkf.k brj osclkbZVP;k fyaDl fdaok tksM.;k lkekf;d dj.;klkBh CykWx foHkkx oki: ‘kdrkr-  

tSofofo/krk vkWLVªsfy;kps 2010 vkarjjk”Vªh; o”kZ

http://www.biodiversity2010.org.au

lkbZV vkWLVsªfy;k miØekalkBh ^tSofofo/krk dsanz^ vkgs- gs dkmafly vkWQ vkWLVªsfy;u E;qf>;e Mk;jsDVj (CAMD) 
tSofofo/krk izdYikps varjjk”Vªh; o”kkZpk Hkkx vkgs- lkbZV brjkalkBh tSofofo/krk ckrE;k vkf.k ?kVusph tkfgjkr 
dj.;kps ‘kksdsl dFkk] dYiuk lekf;d dj.;kps rlsp ?kVuk vkf.k lalk/kus ‘kks/k.;kps LFkG vkgs- rlk gk dkVsdksj 
vlk CykWx ukgh rj gh ,d mRre lkbZV vkgs!

Mongabay.com

http://www.mongabay.com

eksaxkckbZt] vkeP;k ;knhrhy ,d loZkr yksdfiz; osclkbV vkgs- 1999 iklwu gh itZU;ou lao/kZu ckrE;k vkf.k 
dk;ZØekyk lefiZr vkgs- frus tSofofo/krk gkuhoj vgokykps mRre dke dsys vkgs- ;kps laLFkkid ÚgsV ,- cqVjyk 
tho’kkL=h; ik’oZHkweh ukgh i.k R;kauh Js”B iqujkoyksdu foKku tjuyoj vusd isijps ys[ku fdaok miys[ku dsys 
vkgs- i`”Bkcíy lkbZVuqlkj] lkbZV lsaV QzkfUlLdks ØkWfudy] VkbZe eìxsf>u] n okWy fLVªV tjuye/;s oSf’k”V~;iw.kZ 
vkgs vkf.k brj laLFkkauk lYyk rlsp lgk¸; dsys vkgs- 

ek;xzs’kUl

http://migration.wordpress.com

gk CykWd MWu jksvWMps dke vkgs] gk ,d vesfjdu vkf.od tho’kkL=K vkgs tks lk;çl çtklÙkkd ;sFks jkg.;kl 
xsyk vkgs vkf.k ck;ksVsd lsDVje/;s dke djr vkgs- ,d nh?kZdkfyu i{khfufj{kd Eg.kwu] MWu cMZykbZQ lk;izlpk 
,d mRdV leFkZd vkgs] vkf.k vkrk CykWx lk;izlP;k LoHkkok’kh lacaf/kr fo”k;koj y{k dsafnzr djr vkgs- MWu 
okjaokj R;kaP;k iksLVe/;s tSofofo/krk leL;syk o`Rrkfdar djrkr-

n ck;ksMk;OgjflVh Øq @ NUS

http://nusbiodiversity.wordpress.com

tSofofo/krk la’kks/kukr deZpkjh vkf.k fo|kF;kaZcíy uohu lkbZV tho’kkL= foKku] uW’kuy ;qfuOgflZVh vkWQ 
flaxkiwjP;k leqg foHkkxkoj y{k dsanzhr djrks-
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tSofofo/krk ijaijk laxzgky;

http://biodiversitylibrary.blogspot.com

tSofofo/krk laxzgky; r;kj dj.;klkBh ckjk eksB~Ók uSlfxZd bfrgkl oLrqlaxzgky;s] ouLirh laxzgky;s vkf.k 
la’kks/ku laLFkk tksMY;k xsY;k- iksLV lkfgR;ke/;s fofp= varjax vkf.k tSofofo/krsP;k bfrgklkus f[kpMh vkgs] tls 
vkBoMÓkph iqLrds vkf.k vfpZOgP;k fyaDl tls eseksjht vkWQ VkWj js cksVWfudy Dyc- 1899 rs 1902 vkf.k tjuy 
vkWQ ,f’k;kVhd lkslk;Vh vkWQ csaxky- v.3 (1907).

>hjks jsl

http://www.zero-race.com

n >hjks jsl CykWx txHkjkrhy 80 fnolkaP;k ‘k;Zrhe/;s ‘kqU; mRltZu dklZpk ekx Bsorks- gk CykWx [kkl d:u 
tSofofo/krscíy ukgh] i.k ‘k;Zr ^tSofofo/krk laj{k.kklkBh ‘k;Zr tkx`rrk^ps /;s; Bsorks- ^izR;sd dkjyk uko vkf.k 
gokeku cnykeqGs /kksD;kr vlysY;k iztkrhpk yksxks^ vlrks tks n’kZorks dh ^bysfDVªd dkj vkf.k v{k; mtkZ enr 
lqjf{kr tSofofo/krsyk^ mik; iznku djrs-

Biodiversity Heritage Library

http://biodiversitylibrary.blogspot.com

Twelve major natural history museum libraries, botanical libraries, and research institutions have joined 

to form the Biodiversity Heritage Library. Posts are a hotchpotch of quirky insights into the literature 

and history of biodiversity, such as Book of the Week and links to archives such as Memoirs of the Tor-

rey Botanical Club. 1899-1902 and Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal. v.3 (1907).

Zero Race

http://www.zero-race.com

The Zero Race Blog follows zero emission cars in an around the world in 80 days race. The blog is not 

about biodiversity as such, but the race aims to ‘raise awareness for Biodiversity Protection. “Each car 

has the name and the logo of a species that is threatened by climate change,” to show “that electric 

cars and renewable energies provide a solution to help protect biodiversity.” 
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